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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


PLO Development Conference 


944A0046A Nicosia FILASTIN AL-THAWRAH 
in Arabic 30 Jan, 6 Feb 94 


[Unattributed article: “New Palestine by Year 2000, 

With Construction Rate Equaling Fivefold Israeli Con- 

struction Rate in 1950s; Preliminary ‘Draft’ of Palestine 

as Workshop; Suburban Towns, Technological Indus- 

-, ne Identity,’ and National Planning 
ouncil”] 


[30 Jan pp 24-25] 


[Text] We have the able engineering capacity and the 
expert manpower to build in Palestine at the rate of 
9-13.5 million square meters [sq m] annually, i.e., at 
five fold Israel’s construction rate in the 1950s—which 
means that after we have gotten used to the whistle of 
bullets, we shoulc become accustomed to the noise of 
bulldozers. 


From 6-8 January 1994, the capital of Tunisia hosted a 
specialized Palestinian engineering conference, held under 
the title of “Palestinian Engineer’s Role in Rebuilding the 
Independent State of Palestine.” Throughout three days, 
more than 65 Palestinian engineers who hold leadership 
positions in specialized establishments discussed the most 
successful means to rebuild the Palestinian infrastructure, 
especially the part connected with development and house 
construction. They also discussed equipment connected 
with such construction. 


The conference idea emerged, as Palestinian Engineers 
Federation Chairman Marwan ’Abd-al-Hamid has told 
FILASTIN AL-THAWRAH, after the declaration of 
principles was signed by the PLO and Israel last Sep- 
tember. In fact, this declaration shifted the struggle from 
the field of military confrontation to the field of eco- 
nomic, technological, and cultural confrontation, and 
‘“‘we wondered about our role as engineers and about how 
we can contribute to the new struggle, especially since all 
13 branches of our federation encompass nearly 56,000 
Palestinian engineers from inside and outside the occu- 
pied territories.” 


According to brother ’Abd-al-Hamid, the purpose 
behind holding this conference was to establish what he 
has called a “Palestinian construction front. We also 
wanted the conference to provide specialists with the 
opportunity to express their opinions and suggestions so 
they can assist in the decisionmaking process in their 
fields of specialization.” 


Abu-’Ammar addressed the engineers, pointing out that 
international donations and aid to develop Palestine, 
totaling $2.2 billion or $440 million annually, have not 
been received to date. He also expressed the view that 
this sum is absolutely inadequate, noting in this regard 
that the PLO spent more than $350 million annually in 
past years. 
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The Palestinian president recounted part of a discussion 
he had previously had at a meeting with EEC ministers. 
He said that he reminded the ministers that their coun- 
tries had colonized other countries in Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America, “but when you departed from those 
countries, you left behind almost complete facilities, 
including police, health, radio, and television institu- 
tions. In our case, our entire infrastructure has been fully 
destroyed, and I demand that the international commu- 
nity shoulder a part [of the cost of! this crime that has 
victimized our people.” 


Citing specific examples of the premeditated Israeli 
destruction of Palestinian institutions, brother Abu- 
"Ammar said, “When equipment of the Palestinian 
Jerusalem Electricity Company was sabotaged, we tried 
to replace it with equipment we purchased through the 
Joint Jordanian-Palestinian Committee. But the Israeli 
authorities blocked the entry of the new equipment so as 
to destroy the company and to link Palestinian towns 
with the Israeli power network.” Abu-’Ammar added 
that this sort of sabotage was repeated with numerous 
other companies in the occupied territories. 


Regarding the housing problem, Abu-’Ammar said, “We 
need more than 120,000 housing units in the next five 
years. By simple calculation, the total aid offered to date 
will be enough for no more than this construction item.” 


Brother Abu-’Ammar emphasized that there can be no 
development without national decisionmaking, and there 
can be no independence without control over the eco- 
nomic decisionmaking. We have rejected the conditions 
that the World Bank has tried to dictate to us, especially 
those conditions connected with levying 38 varieties of 
taxes because “‘we are not an occupation authority. We are 
better aware of our people’s harsh circumstances, and we 
will not be an element that intensifies their misery.” The 
president underscored the importance of the bilateral 
agreements he concluded recently with European countries 
he has visited as a major element of the assistance for 
Palestinian development. 


On his part, brother Abu-al-’Ala’ presented to the con- 
ferees the Palestinian development plan for the period 
up to the end of this century. The plan consists of two 
parts: the first covers the next two years, and the second 
covers the subsequent five years. This ambitious plan 
requires nearly $13 billion. 


In his address, brother Marwan ‘Abd-al-Hamid under- 
lined the important role that Palestinian contracting 
companies at home and abroad have to play in the 
construction process. He said, “We have to shoulder our 
responsibility and implement quality projects with high 
standards. We have to organize this profession in a 
contractors federation that participates in organizing 
and categorizing contractors and in uniting their 
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efforts.” He added, “Development projects must take 
into account the creation of work opportunities through 
the international aid program, which constitutes an 
important contribution to launching the reconstruction 
of Palestine.” 


In response to the president’s statement that the indebt- 
edness of the state of Palestine is nil, brother *Abd- 
al-Hamid urged caution against a foreign indebtedness 
that could weigh down our newborn economy. He said 
that all of us should carefully study the foreign element 
of financing development, and we should program it 
rationally. He added that the Palestinian engineering 
body, which has successfully contributed to developing a 
number of the region’s states, cannot fail to develop a 
state for whose creation it has struggled so long. 


Palestine Development Elements 


During the conference sessions, a study entitled a ‘‘Pro- 
posed Plan to Build 25,000 Housing Units in the West 
Bank and Gaza” was submitted by the Palestinian 
Housing Council for discussion. 

The study underlines the dimensions of the housing 
crisis through population density (260 persons per squ 
km in the West Bank and 2,160 persons per sq km in 
Gaza Strip) or through the number of inhabitants per 
residence. It has become evident that five to eight 
persons inhabit each house in 43.8 percent of the houses 
and more than eight persons live in each house in 35 
percent of the houses. 


The study estimates that in the 1993-2000 period, a total 
of 97,414 housing units will be needed in the occupied 
territories, including 62,129 units in the West Bank and 
35,285 units in Gaza Strip. The acreage needed for the 
construction of these units is estimated at 18,259 don- 
ums, including 1,179 donums in the West Bank and 
6,580 donums in the Gaza Strip. 


The study offers detailed proposals as to who should 
benefit from the housing program and as to the mecha- 
nism for financing housing projects for beneficiaries. 


In the same area, Dr. Salman Hasan Abu-Sittah pre- 
sented to the conference a study entitled “Development 
Elements in the New Palestine.” At the outset of his 
study, Abu-Sittah defined the following three basic rules 
of development: 


1. Political freedom of action, i.e., the engineer’s ability 
to control the site, his freedom to employ the appropriate 
labor, and his ability to secure the construction materials 
needed for the construction work. 


’, Creation and organization of a development structure. 

The starting point here is the creation of a development 
agency and of departments under its control and the 
selection of the most capable Palestinian elements. 


3. A general skeletal plan, which means that there are 
numerous and varied studies already in place, with some 
of them integrated to a degree. 
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Dr. Abu-Sittah focused on the aspect connected with 
implementation of the construction process, i.e., labor. 
Studies and statistics assert that labor needed for con- 
struction projects is available. As for land, a total of 
27,800 donums are needed to build these projects. This 
represents a slight increase (7 percent) beyond the land 
used for construction currently, amounting to 400,000 
donums. When the 3.808 million donums seized by 
Israel are regained, there will be enough land for con- 
struction and for agriculture. 


Dr. Abu-Sittah compared the Zionists’ construction 
experience in wake of the 1948 occupation of Palestine 
with the resources available to the Palestinians currently. 
He noted that the Palestinians have an adequate work- 
force to implement the construction projects. The 
required construction rate ranges from 9-13.5 million sq 
. aed i.¢., fivefold Israel’s construction rate in the 
1950s. 


Dr. Nabhan 'Uthman presented a study entitled, “Eco- 
nomic Studies for the Provisional Palestinian Self-Rule 
Period.” At the outset of his study, Dr. Nabhan calls for 
accomplishing two main projects: first, disengaging the 
Palestinian national economy from the Israeli economy 
and, second, achieving the capability for self-reliance, 
even if by a minimal degree, in order to achieve accept- 
able growth rates by the fifth year of the provisional 
self-rule period, as a maximum. 


Dr. Nabhan believes that the creation of independent 
financial institutions, especially a Palestinian central 
bank, is one of the most important objectives of the 
national authority’s economic policy. This would be in 
addition to establishing an encouraging tax system; abol- 
ishing the unfair taxes levied by the occupation; chan- 
neling economic activity toward reducing differences 
between geographic districts and social classes; and 
reducing the unemployment rate to a minimum by the 
final year of the transitional phase to ensure that it does 
not exceed 10 percent as a maximum, taking into 
account the repatriation of refugees in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 


Dr. Engineer Musa Muhammad ’Amr (works in Ger- 
many) presented a study on housing and city planning 
and Engineer Mahmud ‘Allan, who was unable to attend 
the conference, submitted a technical study on ouilding 
codes, presenting a summary of his experiences in the 
construction field and reviewing the best solutions to 
avoid construction negatives and to secure the best and 
most comfortable housing to citizens. 


Another study that drew attention was submitted by Dr. 
Jiryis al-Atrash (from Philadelphia University) and 
Engineer Walid al-Ahmad and entitled, “Power Gener- 
ation, Transmission, and Distribution in the West 
Bank.” The study provides a detailed analysis of the 
dimensions of the expected electrical works fcr: the 
1994-2000 period in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The 
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study also points out the sites proposed for the construc- 
tion of power plants, the needed tension for the trans- 
mission networks, and the sizes and numbers of trans- 
mission and distribution transformers required to meet 
and operational costs and the expected energy sale 
prices. 
Another paper received with interest by the conferees 
was submitted by engineers Ibrahim Abu.-’Ayyash, 
Mazin Riyal, and Mahir al-Nimri. The paper is entitled, 
Consultation Firms and Companies: Pro- 
posed Cooperation and Dealing Method.” It calls for 
developing consulting work and the activities of Pales- 
tinian consulting firms in all fields and specializations 
because of their importance to the economic and social 
development process. These firms are one of the chan- 
nels of technology transfer and nationalization. They 
safeguard national and pan-Arab investment, and they 
make it possible ‘0 implement the anticipated develop- 
ment programs, to accelerate them, and to control their 
quality and performance. 


The paper calls for issuing legislation and laws that 
regulate consulting work; for drafting a clear and 
detailed plan to train technical cadre in the field of 
consulting work; and for adopting clear principles and 
criteria on training and categorizing consultants— 
principles and criteria that take into account institu- 
tional position, experience gained, and available cadres. 
The paper also calls for drafting a clear action program to 
study major projects and for adopting sophisticated, 
enhanceable, and open rules for inviting and awarding 
bids. 


Drafting Policies 


At the conclusion of the conference, brother Marwan 
*"Abd-al-Hamid expressed to FILASTIN AL- 
THAWRAH his extreme joy and happiness with the 
success of the conference activities. He said, “Frankly, I 
hadn’t expected such success. Initially, we feared that 
nobody would respond to our invitation to participate in 
the conference, especially since participation costs are 
shouldered by the participant himself. But we were 
surprised by the large number of invitees who expressed 
their readiness to participate. At this point, we had to 
choose from among those who answered the invitation.” 


FILASTIN AL-THAWRAH asked brother ‘Abd- 
al-Hamid about the criteria adopted to determine the 
number of participants. He said, “We had to draft 
policies in this conference. To draft policies, engineers 
with very high-level experience are certainly needed. 
This is why the following participation criteria were 
established: first, academic educational capability and, 
second, administrative capability and a strategic per- 
spective gained from holding leadership positions in 
managing major projects.” 


*Abd-al-Hamid added, “We have agreed in principle to 
hold these conferences every six months. We plan to call 
for a conference of Arab engineers to take advantage of 
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construction experiences in the Arab countries. We also 
plan to call for a conference of agricultural engineers.” 


The conference honored brother Tunisian engineers 
Sadok Ben Jemaa, former chairman of the International 
Federation; Habib Haddad, chairman of the Tunisian 
Engineers Union; and Mohamed Belhaj Omar, a leading 
Tunisian engineer, with certificates of appreciation for 
the invaluable efforts they have made to serve the 


[6 Feb pp 18-19] 


[Text] Recommendations of the Palestinian engineering 
conference represent an ambitious and daring endeavor 
to establish the framework of a Palestinian development 
policy. The recommendations also reflect a strong ten- 
dency toward self-reliance and they are closely con- 
nected with the national po'itical decisionmaking. 

In the preceding edition (970; 30 January 1994; pp 
24-25), we published a concentrated report covering the 
proceedings of and papers submitted to the Palestinian 
engineering conference (Tunis, 6-8 January 1994). 


The conference recommendations constitute what can be 
considered in engineering or in cartography a prelimi- 
nary draft for a plan to build and develop the indepen- 
dent state of Palestine or broad lines for a Palestinian 
development program to be used as a guide by the 
Palestinian [Economic] Development and Reconstruc- 
tion Agency (PEDRA). 


The resolution-drafting committee consisted of rappor- 
teurs of the conference sessions, plus Dr. Salman Abu- 
Sittah, Dr. Rami ‘Abd-al-Hadi, Engineer Mahir al- 
Hanbali, and Engineer Mazin Riyal. This committee 
worked in coordination with Engineer Dayfallah al- 
Akhras, the Palestinian Engineers Federation secretary 
general, who organized the engineering conference. 


Seven [kinds of] recommendations were issued by the 
conference, namely: 


First: General Recommendations 


1. The Palestinian national authority, and PEDRA 
through it, is urged to use distinguished Palestinian 
capabilities that are truly loyal to the homeland to 
manage and supervise the occupied territories’ develop- 
ment and construction establishments. It is also urged to 
conduct the most comprehensive survey of these capa- 
bilities in Palestine as soon as possible in order to 
categorize these capabilities and to utilize them in 
founding and developing establishments. 


2. The Palestinian Engineers General Federation's Gen- 
eral Secretariat is urged to hold this conference semi- 
annually in the next two years and to enable the confer- 
ence to include a select group of engineers, whether from 
among those who have participated or those who have 
not participated in the current conference, making it a 
diverse group that covers all specializations. The objec- 
tive of the semi-annual conference will be to review 
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implementation of the conference resolutions and to 
examine new issues and make recommendations on 
them. 

3. The federation’s General Secretariat is urged to form 
a committee, called the Experts Committee, that will 
include an adequate number of specialists in all engi- 
neering fields. Specialized 1:ubcommittees are to ema- 
nate from this committee to serve the federation and the 
national authority in an advisory capacity. The General 
Secretariat is urged to invite the Experts Committee to ° 
coordination meeting for this purpose [of fc -\aing sub- 
committees]. 


4. The federation’s General Secretariat is urged to gather 
data on Palestinian engineering capabilities and exper- 
tise everywhere and in all fields of specialization, 
whether individual or institutional, within a period of no 
more than one year. The secretariat is urged to submit a 
report to every session of the conference on what is 
accomplished in this regard. 

5. The Palestinian national authority, and the engineering 
federation’s General Secretariat through it, is urged to 
bolster the Data Bank with statistics, reports, maps, and 
other information necessary for development so it can be 
used to serve the agencies entrusted with implementing the 
development and construction programs. 


6. The national authority, and PEDRA through it, is 
urged to mobilize, train, and categorize the Palestinian 
human forces, local resources, and institutions and to 
cooperate, when necessary, with foreign firms in the 
areas of sophisticated modern technology. 


7. The Palestinian national authority is urged to empha- 
size the need for Palestinian self-financing through the 
Palestinian people’s general savings; to attract Pales- 
tinian capital from abroad; to establish regulations 
which ensure that all major Palestinian institutions con- 
tribute to training and qualifying technical and admin- 
istrative cadres at their expense and through the work 
they implement. The authority is also urged to issue laws 
to protect the environment form pollution. 


8. It is recommended that sophisticated technology be 
employed and that efforts be made to discuss technolog- 
ical cooperation with the advanced countries. 


9. It is recommended that attention be devoted to 
scientific research and that this esearch be encouraged; 
that [research] centers be established; and that Pales- 
tinian expertise be put to use in this regurd. 


10. The political leadership is urged to accelerate forma- 
tion of the Palestinian Higher Standards and Measure- 
ments Committee. 


Second: Recommendations on Financing, Aid-Granting 
Countries, World Bank 


1. It is recommended that financing be secured for 
infrastructure and public utility projects, taking into 
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account the priorities presented by local town and village 
committees and local government institutions. 


2. The national authority is urged to draft a fiscal policy 
that balances the need for rapid development and nec- 
essary construction with the need to create work oppor- 
tuaities for the unemployed, who exceed 58 percent, and 
the need to avoid the accumulation of debt against the 
state of Palestine. 


3. It is recommended that state institutions, especially 
the Fiscal Council, be formed promptly. 


4. It is recommended that fiscal policy be drafted in 
cooperation with the Higher Planning Council. 


Third: Recommendations on Infrastructure, 
Planning, Utilities, General Plan: iid 


1. It is recommended that a comprehensive national 
planning council be formed to determine the general 
policy on the use of lands belonging to the state of 
Palestine and on comprehensive national planning. 


2. It is recommended that transfer of the powers of the 
Occupied Territories Higher Planning Council to the 
Palestinian national authority and, subsequently to the 
provincial committees, be accelerated so this authority 
will control implementation of the general plan. 


3. It is recommended that a domestic planning council 
be created to draft the general national plan for all 
territories of the state of Palestine and to reevaluate 
completed parts of previous skeletal plans. 


4. It is recommended that provincial and local commit- 
tees be entrusted with the power of drafting skeletal and 
detailed town and village plans in accordance with the 
laws, regulations, and legislation issued by the Pales- 
tinian national authority. 


5. It is recommended that a land, air, sea, and j 

survey and photography plan be drafted and that a 
timetable be set for its completion, provided that digital 
measurements be used and that the plan cover all plan- 
ning needs. When the survey is conducted, the gathered 
data should be checked and categorized so it will serve 
the national plan and the skeletal and detailed plans. 


6. It is recommended that the technology of the geo- 
graphic data systems be used to draw up maps at all 
levels. 


7. It is recommended that the required policies be 
developed to manage the infrastructure and basic ser- 
vices, such as the water, sewerage, and electricity agen- 
cies, as well as other agencies. 


8. It is recommended that the sites of public utilities be 
delineated in skeletal town plans and that the necessary 
lands be acquired through direct purchase or through 
expropriation, so as to make it possible to draft engi- 
neering plans connected with public utilities and to 
prepare budgets pertaining to this recommendation. 
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Fourth: Recommendations on Hospitals and Institutes 


1. Education and health should be given special status 
and should be dealt with through an emergency plan 
drafted to improve these two aspects. 


2-A. It is recommended that efforts be made to establish 


new institutes and to develop the existing technological, 
technical, and agricultural institutes. 


B. It is recommended that appropriate programs be 
drafted to improve the conditions of the “struggle” 
victims and to rehabilitate these victims, especially 
detainees, the wounded, martyrs’ families, and the 
needy. 


3. It is especially recommended that concerted efforts be 
made to set up health centers and laboratories so they 
will meet rural and urban needs. It is also recommended 
that attention be devoted to introducing modern hos- 


pital management systems. 


Fifth: Housing Recommendations 


1. It is recommended that the Palestinian national 
authority devote special attention to the city of Jerus- 
alem and its buildings and to preserving its inherited 
architectural identity so as to obstruct erosion or dimi- 
nution of the Palestinian presence in the city. 


2. It is recommended that the existing Palestinian insti- 
tutions operating in the field of construction and 
housing, especially the Housing Council, be bolstered 
and boosted, and that effective relations be established 
with the other institutions concerned, such as the Regu- 
lation Authority; the Statistics Department; the Social 
Affairs, Labor, and Workers Department; the municipal- 
ities; regional planning [authority]; the Engineers Union; 
various categories of contractors; measurements and 
standards [authority]; and others. 


3. It is recommended that attention be given to our 
distinguished inherited architectural style when blue- 
prints are drawn up; that the sloppy construction of 
buildings be prevented; and that skeletal and detailed 
plans and construction and building regulations be 
observed. 


4. It is essential that engineering and technical capabili- 
ties contribute to developing a Palestinian standards and 
measurements system in order to establish quality con- 
trol, taking into account the varied environmental con- 
ditions. 


5. It is recommended that the system of open competi- 
tion be adopted to implement projects in accordance 
with the system of engineering contests established by 
the Engineers Union and with specialized professional 
arbitration. 


6. It is recommended that a housing bank be created to 
provide housing loans at appropriate interest rates and 
with appropriate facilities in order to strengthen housing 
construction activities. It is also recommended that a 
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savings systems be adopted and that employee housing 
be promoted in all service and production projects. 


7. It is recommended that new residential towns and new 
towns and suburbs be built to link the Arab population 
centers and to restore the Palestinian people's cchesive 
fabric on their own land. This is to be done while keeping 
in mind the need to establish the utilities and services 
required for such towns and suburbs and the need to 
safeguard arable land. 


Sixth: Recommendations on Transportation, Airports, 
Ports, and Communications 

1. Ensure Palestinian control of communication and 
data systems and networks. This requires immediate 
studies and plans to sever linkage (with the Israeli 
networks?) [as published] and to reconnect these utilities 
with each other, keeping in mind the need for adminis- 
trative, technical, and chronological planning and for 
implementation according to international standards. 


2. Emphasize maintenance development; enhance the 
capability of maintenance workers; train technical 
cadres; strengthen institutes and upgrade specialized 
data and communication curricula, keeping in mind the 
need to work with equipment that costs less to maintain. 


3. Deal with port and airport projects in their capacity as 
symbols of national sovereignty, giving priority to the 
political dimension over the economic dimension in 
order to bolster the political leadership’s positions in this 
regard. 


4. Upgrade existing airstrips; exert efforts to establish 
sovereignty over Jerusalem Airport; enlarge and upgrade 
this airport and exert prompt efforts to build and equip 
a permanent airport in Gaza Strip and a temporary 
airport in Jericho, keeping in mind the special require- 
ments for an airport in Jericho because of its geographic 
location. 


5. Underscore the political decision on the prompt 
construction of a maritime port in Gaza, taking into 
account the technical observation pertaining to this 
issue. 


6. In view of the need to complete port and airport 
projects speedily and in view of the long time needed to 
plan, blueprint, and implement such projects, we recom- 
mend that the Palestinian national authority establish, 
on its own and as soon as possible, a mechanism to 
gather the necessary data, to start drawing up the blue- 
prints on the basis of this data, and to establish the 
timetable necessary for implementation. 


Seventh: Recommendations on Small and Medium 
Industrial Energy, Agricultural, and Water 
Desalination 


1. Exert efforts to establish industrial towns within the 
framework of a plan drafted by an industrial towns 
agency as part of the comprehensive national plan. 








2. Underline the importance of passing an investment 
law, keeping in mind the question of providing the 
opportunity to market Palestinian industrial and agricul- 
tural products. 


3. Promote and protect sophisticated technological 
industries, such as electronics, optics, optical glass, solar 
batteries, and genetic engineering, because 

Palestinian capabilities are available in this field. 


4. It is recommended that waste water be treated so as to 
protect the environment, using for the purpose the latest 
and most appropriate technical methods at the right cost. 


5. In generating electricity, self-reliance is recommended 
as a political and economic solution. The risk of total 
reliance on neighboring countries should not be taken so 
as to avoid the negatives of linkage and its effect on cost 
and the (problems of) [as published] surplus energy. This 
dictates that practical steps be taken to build new power 
plants, keeping in mind the need for power linkage 
between the Wcust Bank and Gaza Strip. 


6. Bolster and channel interest in scientific studies and 
research so as to make use of the various available energy 
sources, such as wind power and solar energy. Attention 
should also be given to the issue of nuclear energy. 


7. Devote attention to the creation of a seismological 
center and a meteorological center. 


8. Study the feasibility of securing water for essential 
needs through sea water desalination. Because of the 
scarcity of water and the increased demand for water use 
in all fields, necessity dictates the adoption of a national 
water policy based on enhancing the efficient utilization 
of the available resources; streamlining the use of water 
for domestic, industrial, and agricultural purposes; and 
continuing to demand the Palestinian water rights within 
the framework of the political negotiations. 


9. It is essential to form a national industrialization 
authority whose objectives include surveying and cate- 
gorizing the existing industries; securing the means to 
develop them and enhance their performance; pro- 
moting small and medium industries; and directing the 
private sector to perform this activity. 


10. It is recommended that an industrial loan bank and 
an agricultural loan bank be created to support these two 
sectors with soft terms. 


11. The political leadership is urged to establish a free 
zone (one or more towns) to promote investment and 
export industries, including industries that require high 
technology or high competition. 


Eighth: Recommendations on Consulting and 
Contracting Firms 


1. It is essential to accelerate creation of the oificial 
government institutions that will draft the policies and 
laws and will supervise the activities of the construction 
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sector, including consulting firms and contracting com- 
panies, provided that these institutions launch their 
work immediately under the umbrella of the laws and 


regulations governing the engineering profession. 

2. The federation’s General Secretariat is asked to move 
immediately to prepare for laying down the general rules 
to regulate the profession and to establish the technical 
standards for construction work and for all issues con- 
nected with planning and implementing construction 
projects in Palestine. 

3. The federation’s General Secretariat is asked to pro- 
ceed immediately to make the necessary arrangements to 
ensure a high level of coordination between Palestinian 
professional establishments operating in the field of 
consulting and general contracting inside and outside 
Palestine, including cooperation, training, and follow-up 
as part of this coordination. The secretariat is also asked 
to hold two conferences for corisulting and contracting 
eT ee 
as of now. 


4. The political leadership is urged to direct the legal 
committees, which are studying the promulgation of a 
Palestinian constitution and future Palestinian laws, to 
issue laws, directives, and regulations to govern engi- 
neering work. 


ALGERIA 


French Cooperation in Fighting Water Pollution 


94WN0176Z Algiers ALGER REPUBLICAIN 
in French 20 Jan 94 p 7 


[Unattributed article: “Algeria and France: A Partner- 
ship To Fight Pollution”—first paragraph is ALGER 
REPUBLICAIN introduction] 


[Text] Researchers and industrialists who are partners in 
a French- Algerian program for scientific cooperation in 
the area of used water treatment will meet on 21 January 
at the French National Center for Scientific Research 
(CNRS) in Montpellier to assess their work. 


Focusing on establishing efficient, innovative technolo- 
gies and the training of national specialists in Algeria 
through a knowledge transfer, this program, after two 
years in existence, was found to have yielded a “very 
positive” outcome by the CNRS’s Languedoc-Roussillon 
regional delegation. The delegation, in a communique 
sent Friday to APS, found that “original solutions have 
been found tc treat effluents from the National Cellulose 
and Paper Industry [CELPAP]’s pulp paper plant in 
Baba-Ali, near Algiers” and that “about 15 internships 
have been served in Montpellier by Algerian engineers.” 


“This effort,” the delegation added, “which is aimed at 
implementing new membrane technologies to remove 
the pollution from the water supplies of the countries of 
the Maghreb and at the fight against pollution in the 
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Mediterrean, has been strengthened by another cooper- 
ative program financed by the European Community 
between the Montpellier teams and the Algerian (espe- 
cially from the National Polytechnic and Houari- 
Boumediene University) and Moreccan (University of 
Fes) teams.” 


According to the CNRS’s regional delegation, “the suc- 
cess of this cooperation is based on the sharing by 
numerous agencies (universities, revearch agencies, and 
industrialists)” and it emphasized “the importance of 
the specific progress made in Montpellier in the area of 
membrane technologies.” 


These programs, based on the principle of partnership 
and shared objectives, reflect the spirit and the organi- 
zation of scientific cooperation with countries on the 
southern rim of the Mediterranean as envisioned by the 
CNRS and reflect the willingness of that agency to 
strengthen relations with the industrial sector. 


Import Restrictions Limited; Items Listed 


94AF0081A Algiers ALGER REPUBLICAIN in French 
14-15 Jan 94 pp 11, 13 


[Article from APS—first paragraph i is ALGER REPUB- 
LICAIN introduction] 


[Text] The ban on the import of certain products 
imposed in 1992 by the Abdesselam government has just 
been lifted. A first list of products whose import will 
henceforth be permitted has been made public whereas 
the remainder will be allowed gradually, “as the bans are 
no longer justified,” sources at the general administra- 
tion for commercial organization said. 


In a recent interview with APS, Mr. Mokraoui, the 
ministerial delegate for Commerce, revonfirmed the gov- 
ernment’s willingness to liberalize foreign trade by insti- 
tutionalizing liberal practices regarding both imports 
and exports, we remind our readers. 


The gradual lifting of bans affecting the import of certain 
products will be replaced, it is being said, by “other 
protective instruments” anticipated as part of a program 
called “overseeing foreign trade” in the draft law on 
competition and in the 1994 finance bill, which foresees 
the establishment of an additional tax. 


Products that could be freely imported until now will 
thus be subject to an “additional specific tax.” 


Furthermore, it was emphasized that imports of these 
products can only take place using hard-currency busi- 
ness accounts (accounts restricted to importers). In other 
words, imports of goods included under this rubric 
absolutely must be paid for with an already existing 
banker’s order. 


After one year of bans, this partial liberalization of 
imports will affect mostly textile products and leather 
goods, for which the restrictive measures were to be 
limited to one year. 
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Such measures could be favorably received by con- 
sumers and industry professionals, who have so far 
regarded themselves as having been penalized by the 
closing of the market to all materials (fabrics, buttons, 
and other materials). 


However, for obvious reasons to protect productive 
sectors where many people are employed, it was empha- 
sized, the import of manufactured garments as well as 
shoes, second-hand clothing, carpets, and woolen cloth is 
still restricted. 

Also lifted is the ban on certain food products such as 
meats, potatoes, almonds, raisins, prunes, and other 
goods that are “an integral part o! our consumption 


Also freely importable are cosmetic products, toys, and 
household or domestic economy items. 

has pointed out that the ban remains in effect for exotic 
fruits, confectionery products, alcoholic beverages, and 
certain other products, which have “no interest for the 
national market” and are much more speculative prod- 
ucts, the ban of which is essentially a response to “moral 
considerations.” 


The office of the ministerial delegate for commerce has 
informed business owners that they may now proceed to 
do business with bank orders, because banks and the 
customs service have received all the necessary informa- 
tion, it was stated. 


The authorities in charge of trade insist on reminding 
business owners that the imrort re<irictions “came 
about so as to protect nationa! production for a limited 
and fairly reasonable length of time to allow Algerian 
businesses to adapt to market needs and define strategies 
for getting into international exchange flows, taking into 
account prevailing levels of competition.” 


After one year, they add, the businesses in question “are 
supposed to have taken sufficient steps to improve the 
quality of their products and resj,ond to the needs 
genuinely expressed by consumers as part of ‘oyal com- 
petition.” 


Products Which May Be Imported 


Here is the list of products that may henceforth be freel;, 
imported as a result of the decision by the minister of 
commerce to partially liberalize imports: 


e live animals 

¢ meats and edible slaughtered animals 

¢ fish, crustaceans, mollusks, and other aquatic inver- 
tebrates 

e cheeses 

¢ fresh or refrigerated potatoes 

¢ other fruit in shells, fresh or dried, even without a 
shell or without stems 

° raisins 

* prunes 
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* fish, crustacean, mollusk or other aquatic invertebrate 


preshave, shaving and other toiletry items 
soaps (other than those meant for medical use) 
toilet paper, facial tissue, napkins, diapers, and other 
similar articles for home use other than those meant 
for hospital use 
items 

e glass beads and imitation or cultured pearls 

e household or domestic economy, hygiene or toilet 
articles and their parts made of copper, sponges, 

e household or domestic economy, hygiene or toilet 

articles and their parts made of aluminum 

other aluminum items 

microwave ovens 

electric stoves 

seats of the sorts used in airplanes 

seats of the sorts used for automobiles 

spring mattresses and mattresse 


games, toys, and playthings. 


Here is the list of textile products whose import is 
banned, inasmuch as the rest of the products appearing 
in an appendix to the 14 March 1992 interministerial 
decree (which appeared in the 8 April 1992 “Official 
Gazette”), which banned the import of certain products, 
may now henceforth be freely imported. 


Products whose import is banned include: 


fabrics made of carded wool or finely carded hair 
fabrics made of combed wool or finely carded hair 
carpets and other textile floor coverings 
hand-woven tapestries (of the Gobelin, Flanders, 
Aubusson, Beauvais, and similar variety) and needle- 
work tapestry (done in petit point or cross-stitch, for 
example), even if manufactured 

hosiery and hosiery accessories 

clothing and clothing accessories other than hosiery 
second-hand clothes 

shoes except soles and rubber or plastic heels, [text 
illegible] and linings. 


Port Activities at Skikda Reported 
94AF0081B Algiers LIBERTE in French 21 Jan 94 p 8 


: 


[Unattributed article: “Port Activites at Skikda: A Slight 
Improvement”—first paragraph is LIBERTE introduc- 
tion] 

[Text] For the port of Skikda, 1993 was a good year. 


Activities recorded an 18-percent increase over the pre- 
vious year. 


This slight improvement worked out to | ,031,867 tonnes 
of goods in 1993 as compared with 872,677 tonnes in 
1992. Generally speaking, the biggest increases occurred 
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particularly in the area of agricultural products, which 
recorded a 31,7 t increase (384,678 tonnes in 
1993 as compared with 291,972 tonnes in 1992), food- 
stuffs, with a 29.51-percent increase (326,083 tonnes as 
compared with 251,773 tonnes), as well as construction 
materials, which increased 116.070 percent (4,075 
tonnes as compared with 1,886 tonnes). On the other 
hand, metallurgical products and fertilizer recorded 
declines: Gown 8.40 percent and 32.62 percent, respec- 
tively. Exports, which rose to 21,174 tonnes, were made 
up in particular of 9,971 tonnes of dates, 775 tonnes of 
cork, 127 tonnes of marble, and 43 tonnes of mercury. 
1993’s export level remained essentially identical to 
1992's. The improvement also affected the number of 
ship arrivals and departures, with a 7.03-percent 
increase in 1993 (as compared with 810 in 1992). On 
average, ships docking at the port of Skikda stayed 9.87 
hours in 1993 as compared with 16.84 hours in 1992. 
This ratio excludes ship. carrying semolina, which expe- 
rienced a special situation owing to their being devoured 
to the port of Skikda as the result of certain problems 
experienced by another port in the country. The statis- 
tical picture, for each semolina cargo ship, works out to 
189 at-dock hours as compared with 109 hours in 1992. 


Finally, with regard to all ships, the average length of a 
dock stay translated into a 17-percent improvement 
when compared with 1992, dropping from 136.21 hours 
in 1992 to 107 hours in 1993. These various improve- 
ments may be explained principally, they say at the port 
of Skikda, by several factors including: 

* an increase in productivity together with a substantial 
reduction of down time and better follow-up; 

* a concentration of labor at each ship and the assign- 
ment of ships to adequate berths, thus making it 
possible to make rational use of human and material 
resources; 

* the high availability of a fleet of fork-lift trucks and 
cranes as a result of the acquisition of new equipment 
and better upkeep; and 

e last, a higher availabilit of warehousing space. 


Garbage Collectors Strike; Situation ‘Critical’ 


94AF0081C Algiers ALGER REPUBLICAIN in French 
17 Jan 94 p4 


[Article by Nesrine Herzallah: “The Capital's Hygiene: 
Day and Night”—first paragraph is ALGER REPUBLI- 
CAIN introduction] 


[Text] Daily life provides us with a sampling of small 
sights that produce a major sensation, most by chance 
but always for free. There are sights for every season, in 
every style, and for every taste. 


The face of Algiers, the White City, is changing day by 
day, yielding to garbage and nauseating odors. Wher 
there is no more hygiene there is no more notion of 


cleanliness. The situation is becoming more and more 
critical. 
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The garbage collectors’ strike continues. 


Certain workers with whom we spoke do not understand 
why those in charge of sanitziion back ths strike. 


According to the same letter sent to the wali of Algiers, 
all day-shift CPVA sanitation workers appeal to the 
relevant authorities to find a solution to their problem 
because, they say, “we call on the local authorities and 
the wali in particular to take the necessary measures to 
bring an end to such behavior.” 


Algiers, the White City ,is letting 


Algiers, that capital city that used to bc called the pear! of 
the Arab world, is as ordinary by dint uf its lack of 
hygiene as any other Third World metropolis. 

Is there any hope she will be able to regain her truc 
image? 


EGYPT 


Writer Sees Greater Role in World Oil Market 


94LD0006A Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI in Arabic 
22 Feb 94 p 6 


[Article by Dr. Muhammad al-Bahi ‘Isawi, a geology 
expert] 


[Text] Egypt’s oil revenues are an important component 
of its national income. These revenues are affected 
considerably by international politics, but almost negli- 
gibly by domestic conditions. Thus, the criticism that a 
few are levelling against the leader of Egypt's oil sector, 
[Petroieum and Mineral Resources Minister Hamdi al- 
Banbil, is out of place, especially given that the current 
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situation is characterized by extreme honesty and impar- 
tiality [on the part of Hamdi al-Banbi). 


such places as the United States and Indonesia. When 
the 1956 war between Egypt and Israel resulted in the 
closure of the Suez Canal, the West had little tolerance 
for the consequent loss of the oil that fed its existence 
Within only several months, the canal was reopened, and 
the flow of Arab and Iranian oil to the European coun- 
tries resumed. However, the West had learned a lesson, 
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. yt ope *> west of the Suez 
Canal. With the advent the sixties, the danger of the 


Thus, t’se West was able to bear the closure of the Suez 
Canal dus to the 1967 War. It relied on oil fields west of 
the canal, and it established crude oil transport lines and 
supertankers to connect the Gulf wells and the Mediter- 
ranean. In this way, the West was able to live without the 
Suez Canal for more than a decade. 


In the 1973 war, when the Arabs decided to raise the 
price of their oil from between $3 and $4 per barrel to 
more than $40 per barrel, the West reacted by promoting 
exploration outside the Middle East. The fields of the 
North Sea, West Africa, and Southeast Asia were devel- 
oped to compete with Middle Eastern countries, which 
did not apparently control crude oil prices. 


After the Soviet Union dissolved, the new countries 
spawned by the breakup reduced their crude oil con- 
sumption by 1.3 million barrels per day [bpd} and their 
output by | million bpd. This development was accom- 
panied by a 1.1 million bpd rise in world consumption. 
The price of a barrel of oil dropped by $2 after the OPEC 
countries refused in November 1993 to reduce their 
output. The price fell again after January 1994 by $5 per 
barrel, which put West Texas at $13.90 per barrel, its 
lowest price since 1988, and a barrel of OPEC oil at 
$12.40, which is 40-percent less than OPEC’s target of 
$21 per barrel. It may seem obvious that the blame rests 
with OPEC for this decline. But the facts are more 
complicated than that. 


The following is a sumniary of several recent interna- 
tional developments: 


1. OPEC has to date been unable to impose a plan to 
reduce its members’ output to generate a rise in oil prices 
in the world market. Saudi Arabia refuses to reduce its 
output to a level lower than the quota set for it. The other 
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OPEC countries have also refused to lower their output 
or have lowered it negligibly. Thus, OPEC continues to 
produce 24.52 million bpd, which is the ceiling set by the 
OPEC countries in September 1993 for a period of six 
months, until 25 March 1994, when OPEC will convene 
its next meeting to fix output for the second and third 
quarters of 1994. Thus, 1994 began with an increase in 
output and a drop in prices. However, it should be 
stressed that OPEC has not weakened due to a leadership 
vacuum, as some analysts are saying. This can be seen in 
the $1 rise in the price per barrel that occurred in early 
January 1994, merely because OPEC announced that it 
would meet in March 1994. This meeting, which will 
occur only if the member countries agree to Saudi 
Arabia’s recommendation to reduce their output, is 
expected to result in the OPEC countries’ cutting their 
output by 5 percent or 1.25 million bpd. This will cause 
prices to rise above the current $12.40 per barrel, per- 
haps to OPEC’s target of $21 per barrel. However, the 
OPEC countries may nonetheless tolerate the current 
low prices until the end of this winter, even though 
things might look bad after the winter if prices do not 
rise. The reason is that many of these countries are facing 
major obligations, perhaps the most important being 
payments for arms purchases, the introduction of wage 
hikes, and the reopening of their markets to European 


and U.S. goods. 


2. Westzrn pressure to cut oil prices will remain strong, 
even [if] oil exports from the former Soviet Union and 
the OPEC countries drop, which will he'p close the gap 
between supply and demand. 


Western policymakers in the area of pricing believe that 
continued low prices—not exceeding $15 or $18 per 
barrel—will stimulate economic programs in Europe and 
Japan, which will lead inevitably to increased economic 
growth in Europe and Japan during 1994. 


3. Consumption in the countries of the former Soviet 
Union is expected to drop in 1994 by about 500,000 to 
600,000 bpd, which is less than 50 percent of the drop in 
1993. 


Consequently, the surplus in the world market is 
between 700,000 and | million bpd. The former Soviet 
Union and the countries in its orbit reached their lowest 
level of oil consumption in 1993. However, will this 
continue for long? 


The political progress occurring in these countries in the 
areas of industrial privatization and economic path 
adjustments is expected to generate an increase in oil 
consumption, perhaps in late 1994. This will lead to a 
drop in the amount of oil exported by the countries of 
the former Soviet Union, especially if Russia is required 
to help its allies in order to maintain its dominance in 
East Europe. 


4. If world prices continue to remain under $15 per 
barrel after January 1994, non-OPEC output will drop 
gradually. The wells of Texas and Oklahoma will stop 
operating because maintenance and operating costs will 
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exceed oil revenues from these wells. The owners of these 
wells, to ensure that they obtain a reasonable profit 
margin, have actually begun to seek a subsidy from the 
government in the form of duties imposed on imported 
oil. The North Sea wells may stop operating at any time, 
because the $14 per barrel price does not cover mainte- 
nance and operating costs. ae ae oe 
which have actually begun mae Ses SOM 

begin to drop gradually, vig By Aap ody 000 bpd, = 
then lower with each week, depending on world oil 
prices. 


5. Iraq is not expected to export oil before the end of 
1994 in the best case scenario. Before it can begin to 
export again, it must first comply fully with Security 
Council resolutions, recognize its international border 
with Kuwait, hand over prisoners, and pay reparations. 
Analysts expect that Iraq will be permitted to export the 
equivalent of $1.6 billion in oil for six months. Of this 
amount, 30 percent will be subtracted to pay for repara- 
tions and the expenses of UN forces, and $1 billion will 
go toward the purchase of food, medical needs, and daily 
needs, which the United Nations will distribute to all 
ethnic and national groups living in Iraq. Although Iraq’s 
leadership has rejected this offer, it is expected to accept 
it soon. Even if Iraq agrees to accept it, its crude oil 
output will not reach oil markets before late 1994. 


6. Oil demand is expected to increase by | to 1.5 percent 
per year between now and early 1998, when world 
consumption, excluding the former Soviet Union, is 
expected to reach 71 million to 72.5 million bpd, which 
is 4 million to 5.5 million bpd higher than consumption 
in 1994, It is believed that non-OPEC output will con- 
tinue at its present level until 1998. If the current price 
collapse leads to a cut in exploration expenditures, a 
search for new areas in the former Eastern Bloc, and the 
possibility that several non-producers—e.g., Australia 
and China—will enter world markets, what can a 
country like Egypt do in the midst of all of these sea 
changes? Pricing policies are tied to international devel- 
opments beyond most producers’ control. 


Consider the following: Egypt’s oil output is less than 
1/24 of OPEC’s output and only 1/72 of total world 
output; oil exploration has contracted due to the pres- 
ence of large reserves in several rich countries; supply 
exceeds demand; and the countries of the former Soviet 
Union are pursuing a policy that is closer to capitalism 
and that encourages U.S. and other foreign companies to 
invest their funds in the Eastern Bloc on soft terms, 
which has given the U.S. dollar 10 times more buying 
power in those countries compared to a country like 


Egypt. 


All of these factors have led large oil companies to 
refrain from operating in traditional areas. Moreover, 
the terms of agreements are incompatible with the new 
oil conditions, or, the terms that were suited to the 
seventies and eighties are definitely not suited to the 
nineties. Then, Egypt’s oil prospects have almost dried 
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up, so that investors must now enter areas whose geolog- 
ical status is classified as unknown. If the role of geolog- 
ical exploration of crude oil is not invigorated, Egypt 
faces an extremely adverse fate. 


In the midst of these high waves, the captain of the 
Egyptian oil ship, the Petroleum and Mineral Resources 
Minister, Dr. Hamdi al-Banbi, puts to sea in his ship. 
Does the stormy tempest of the world not pose enough 
adversity for him? Must we stir it up further by adding 
domestic burdens to his international burdens. On more 
than one occasion, he has said, with all truth and 
honesty, that ’s oil reserves will be depleted within 
12 to 14 years. Perhaps he is one of the few officials who 
is speaking objectively due to his increased workload. 
Despite the advances in oil exploration over the past 30 
years, entry into new, nontraditional areas will require 
complex technologies, capabilities, and a large amount 
of funding. 


Egypt’s gas reserves have almost doubled, and we must 
examine models for attracting foreign companies to 
operate in Egypt using criteria that differ from those of 
the seventies. Despite all of the difficulties and chal- 
lenges, let us hope for a brighter tomorrow, so that Egypt 
can achieve a reasonable oil balance and avoid having to 
import crude oil 10 years hence. For the good of Egypt, 
we entreat God to grant success to those responsible for 
this industry. 


ISRAEL 


Elements Building Palestinian State Examined 


94 4A0042C Tel Aviv HATZOFE in Hebrew 18 Feb 94 
p B3 


[Article by Ya’akov Edelshtein] 


[Text] Labor party director-general Nisim Zvili’s state- 
ment, that the end result of the political process will be a 
Palestinian state, parallels the statement of Knesset 
member Ari’el Sharon, that the future has in store the 
founding of a Palestinian state. The former said this as 
someone who supports the founding of such a state, and 
the latter as someone who wants to arouse the people’s 
fears that it may come to be. But both sides agree that we 
cannot assume that at the end of the process, the Pales- 
tinians will give up their demand for political indepen- 
dence. According to Z~’‘li, the members of the left, such 
as Yosi Sarid and Yusi Beilin, on principle, support the 
founding of a Palestinian state. 


The Oslo agreement deals clearly with this: recognition 
of the legitimate rights of the Palestinians. And this is its 
text: “The Israeli Government and the Palestinian tea- 
m...agree that the time has come to bring an end to 
decades of confrontation and conflict, and recognize 
their legitimate and mutual political rights” ...and Para- 
graph 3 of the agreement says: These elections will 
constitute a concrete preparatory step toward realizing 
the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, and its 
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just demands.“ No Israeli Government has ever signed 
anything about mutual rights“ that would mean recog- 
nizing the founding of a state, with an army and all 
government institutions just as Israel has. By the way, in 
the Camp David agreements there is also a passage that 
speaks of recognizing the legitimate rights of the Pales- 
tinian people. In the Oslo agreement, therefore, are 
hidden the foundations of the Palestine state. 


In the leftist branch in Israel, there are two schools of 
thought in everything concerning the establishment of a 
Palestinian state: the Oslo school headed by Peres and 
his men, and the Rabin school. The Oslo school says that 
founding a Palestinian state is a reasonabie result of the 
autonomy agreement, and is not unacceptable as they see 
it. In contrast, the Rabin school believes that the interim 
agreement leaves the possibilities open, including the 
possibility of a link with Jordan. The Palestinian entity 
will be able to have a connection with Israel or Jordan, 
not necessarily out of complete independence. This 
school is similar to the step Menahem Begin planned in 
the Camp David accords. Autonomy for the residents, 
not for the territories. It is not necessary for the 
autonomy to turn into a Palestinian state at the end of 
the process. The options will remain open. 


In the Camp David agreements, and in the discussions 
with Egyptian representatives after the signing, on car- 
rying out the autonomy agreement, the Egyptians was 
the autonomy as a step on the way to a state. Therefore 
they tried to put into the autonomy framework more and 
more ingredients of sovereignty. The Israeli side 
opposed, and the talks were halted because of this. The 
Egyptians were not ready to accept for themselves 
responsibility for the future of the autonomy and its 
framework. Today, too, in the negotiations going on with 
the PLO, the play is being repeated. The Israelis are 
trying to limit this ambition. The result of the struggle is 
compromise. 


The debate between the two schools of thought on the 
Israeli left provides the PLO with fuel at the negotia- 
tions. PLO representatives bring up at the negotiations 
things that representatives of the leftist branch have said, 
and statements they have made that support the 
founding a Palestinian state. This debate makes one 
question whether Rabin is the one deciding the line. The 
announcement of the deputy foreign minister, Dr. Yosi 
Beilin, that Rabin would resign if he did not achieve a 
majority in the referendum on the future of the Golan, 
made the question even worse, and again laid bare the 
limitations of Rabin’s control when it comes to setting 
the political line. 


With this as background, it is easy to understand why 
Rabin has prohibited his government ministers and the 
knesset members from his party from making trips to 
Tunis to meet with Yasir ’Arafat. 


United Nations Involvement 


Yasir "Arafat would like to involve the United Nations in 
the dispute, along the lines of Namibia in Africa, where 
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UN forces took over the territory from the South African 
authorities and transferred it to a local government after 
elections were held among the inhabitants. 


Israel opposes UN involvement for reasons of its own. It 
is not willing to have the United Nations limit it at the 
negotiations. Involvement like this would place Israel 
opposite the Unied Nations, not the Palestinians, as 
’Arafat wishes. 


But if the territory Israel withdraws from continues to 
seethe with terrorist acts against Israel and the PLO 
government, instigated by the extremist organizations, 
then ’Arafat will announce he is inviting UN forces to 
come into the territory in order to enforce order and stop 
the internal war between the terrorist organizations that 
are slaughtering each other. 


The scenario the pessimists paint says that after the IDF 
{Israel Defense Forces} withdrawal for Gaza and Jericho, 
the extreme terrorist organizations will begin a series of 
attacks within Israeli territory, using mines, ambushes, 
and launching mortar shells, and perhaps even katy- 
ushas, at the southern cities, the way the Hizballah does 
on the Lebanese border. 


Will Israel be able to respond with retaliatory actions? It 
will face limitations. It will not be able to penetrate the 
Palestinian independent authority at all times to locate 
the terrorists, but the independent authority will be too 
weak to be able to deal with the extremist terrorists, and 
perhaps will not even want to deal them. 


Because of Israel’s threat to return to Gaza and Jericho if 
terrorist acts do not cease, ’Arafat will ask that UN forces 
be sent to Gaza and Jericho. UN Secretary-General 
Butros Butrus-Ghali, who would like to expand UN 
power in all foci of conflict, will be happy to answer 
Yasir ’Arafat’s call. UN forces will be placed along the 
border and inside Gaza to preserve the peace. They will 
not be able, of course, to stop terrorist activity, but they 
will be able to keep the IDF from retaliating. 


This gloomy forecast goes on to paint more scenarios. 
The Palestinian police will expand into a real force, 
whose arms include cannons and katyusha launchers. In 
moments of tension, shots will be exchanged between 
this police force aad the IDF. The settlements will turn 
into foci of tension. The joint patrols on traffic arteries 
in Gush Katif will be a source of friction between the two 
forces. It is not clear which force will have the final say 
on these patrols. 


The arrangements set in the Cairo agreement could serve 
as calming measures, but could also be the opposite. 
These arrangements, which need close cooperation and 
mutual trust between the two sides, will turn into a 
source of endless tension and arguments because of both 
sides claiming sovereignty in the field. 
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Syria First 


During the negotiations in Washington between Israel 
and Syria, it became clear that Syrian ruler Hafiz al-Asad 
had not sent any new instructions to the leader of his 
delegation since the summit with Clinton, where the U.S. 
President announced that Asad was interested in a 
complete peace, and in normalization. 


In the Washington talks, the two sides were back to 
treading water, and the picture we know so well was 
back: the Syrian side is not prepared to declare its 
position on the question of peace, and the Israeli side is 
not prepared to declare its position on the question of 
withdrawal. 


Against this background, there is no place right now to 
map out a policy that combines “Syria first” with 
lowering the level of the talks with the PLO. 


Radio Damascus denounced the Cairo agreement this 
week, saying that it infringes upon the rights of the 
Palestinians. The changes that have taken place in the 
world as a whole as well as in the Arab world since the 
Gulf war and the collapse of the Soviet empire, have 
apparently not reached the threshold of Syrian ruler 
Hafiz al-Asad. He continues with his conservative stand, 
that says: guard Arab honor, and preserve all the bans, 
boycotts, and banishments enacted against Israel ever 
since it was founded. 


Seen from this viewpoint, the process with the PLO 
remains the only path for active negotiations to be 
carried on. The negotiations with Jordan in Washington 
are connected to the Syrian negotiations. Jordan will not 
be able to sign a peace agreement without Syria, but it 
will be able to put agreements into action without a 
signed peace agreement. King Husayn hinted at a step 
like this when he was in Washington. 


Husayn is under pressure here from two sides. The PLO 
is not prepared to cooperate with Jordan in anything 
connected with carrying out the autonomy agreement 
and Jordan’s rights in Judea and Samaria. Syria is not 
prepared to agree to have Jordan sign a peace agreement 
without its prior consent. Asad calls this coordination, 
but actually it means that Syria will dictate to Jordan. 
This week Husayn tightened his stand, announcing that 
he would not sign the peace agreement without a solu- 
tion to the problem of the Palestinian refugees. 


Asad is not ready for the kind of public summit with 
Rabin that Sadat had. An Arab leader who is ready to 
appear publicly at talks with Israel has crossed the 
psychological Rubicon: this is the real test of an Arab 
leader’s intentions. Asad is not ready for a meeting like 
this, or even ready to send the Syrian foreign minister to 
attend a meeting with his Israeli counterpart. 


King Husayn has held many secret meetings with Israeli 
prime ministers and foreign ministers, but he is not 
ready, either, for a public meeting, because of fear for his 
own safety and the safety of his regime. 
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The “Syria First” option does not exist. Syrian policy has 
not changed. The meeting with Clinton raised Asad’s 
status as an Arab leader, but it has not changed his stand. 


Physical Resistance to Settlement Evacuation 
94440042B Tel Aviv HA’ARETZ in Hebrew 15 Feb 94 
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{Article by Nadav Shragai] 
[Text] 


The Yesha [Judea, Samaria, and Gaza] Council Has 
Decided 


To Prepare Volunteers To Physically Oppose 
Evacuation From the West Bank 


The Yesha council decided at its weekly meeting yes- 
terday that in light of the foreign minister’s words as 
published yesterday, concerning the intention to evac- 
uate Netzerim, Dugit, and Vered Yeriho, the Yesha 
council will begin organizing and concentrating data on 
volunteers from all over the country, who will be ready in 
the hour of need to come and physically help with the 
practical opposition to any attempt at evacuating the 
settlement. The organization and execution, according to 
reports, will begin a few days after meetings of coordi- 
nation and preparation with the local staffs from all over 
the country, i.e., is the staffs that have organized the 
latest demonstrations on the right. 


The idea of organizing volunteer task forces to come and 
physically oppose the evacuation. if this really becomes 
relevant, was raised by council member Elyakim 
Ha’atzani, who was previously involved in a similar 
action as a member of the Elyakim organization (Citi- 
zens for Yesha). The prevailing opinion in the Yesha 
council yesterday was that what Peres said was counter 
to the prime minister’s position, and that what he was 
trying to do was send up a trial balloon, to find out what 
the settlers’ reaction would be. 


Yesterday morning, the leaders of the settlements north 
of the Dead Sea met with government secretary Elyakim 
Rubinstein, the head of the delegation to the talks with 
Jordan. Rubinstein gave Mordekhai Dahman, head of 
the Gilot regional council; and Yosi Tzofi, a resident of 
the strip; a report on the talks with the Jordanians. 
Dahman expressed worry over the government's deci- 
sion to allow “PLO-istic” penetration north of the Dead 
Sea.‘* Rubinstein told Dahman and his colleagues that he 
could not describe to them in detail or exactness all that 
was going on with everything concerning Palestinian 
cooperation at tourist sites north of the Dead Sea.” I am 
going to the United States today. We are in the midst of 
the talks. What I can promise you is that when I return, 
I will invite you for an update,“ Rubinstein said. 


A spokesman for the settlements north of the Dead Sea 
said after the meeting that it was not clear to the settlers 
now whether the Palestinians actually intend to physi- 
cally build a hotel in the region, or just to build a 
structure the Palestinian flag will fly over. 
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In any case, so the spokesman reports, Elyakim Rubin- 

stein, brought a three-word message from Prime Min- 

oa Rabin. He told Dahman and his colleagues: “Don’t 
worri ” 


About 20 settlers from Bat ’Ayin and Karmei Tzur in 
Gush ’Etzion put down stakes yesterday afternoon as 
part of a double operation. The settlers began to put up 
a shack there and prepared to stay overnight, hoping the 
IDF [Israel Defense Forces] would not evacuate them. 
This is the fourth time the residents of Bat 'Ayin have 
tried to put down stakes there. The IDF evacuated them 
all the other times. 


Mordekhai Karpel from Bat ‘Ayin said that if 
the IDF gives orders to evacuate them a fourth time, they 
do not intend to get involved in a confrontation with the 
soldiers, “but many will be ready to be arrested for the 
Land of Israel.” 


Yesterday, leading Labor party members in the Jordan 
Valley called on the Prime Minister to bring about Nisim 
Zvili’s dismissal immediately as director-general of the 
party. Party members in the Jordan valley that the things 
Zvili has said lately about the creation of a Palestinian 
state show his complete bankruptcy of values, and that 
the Labor party director-general himself is throwing the 
entire party platform into the garbage can. Those calling 
for Zvili’s dismissal include "Uzi Rafa’eli and Yishai ben 
Tzedek, members of Kibutz Galgal, and some of the 
Labor party leaders in the Jordan Valley. 


Ben Tzedek and Rafa’eli say that the serious statements 
Zvili has made, like similar statements by Yosi Beilin, 
cause enormous damage to the Labor party, the prime 
minister, and the difficult negotiations Israel is carrying 
on at this time. 


Reaction to Yesha Council Campaign in Tel Aviv 
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[Commentary by Orit Shohat] 
[Text] 
fae 7 ee Caen, Semen, GAS Sune Sees Pee oe 


There is no need to remind the residents of Tel Aviv how 
close they are to the 1967 borders, and therefore, the 
gigantic, frightening signs that the Yesha [Judea, 
Samaria, and Gaza] council have put up in the streets of 
Tel Aviv, showing the lights of the big city from the roof 
of a settler’s house, with the caption, “This is how Tel 
Aviv looks from the Judea, Samaria, and Gaza,” are a 
waste of time. Tel Aviv knows it is close to the border 
and close to the knives. It is just not sure it is close to 
Judea, Samaria, and Gaza. 


The residents of Judea, Samaria, and Gaza discovered 
the Tel Avivians only after the change of government. 
Until then, this western city was a Zionist mutation in 
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their eyes. Now the “dissidents” are looking for ways 
into the heart of the “organized community,” sometimes 
using gentle words, sometimes by asking for pity, and 
sometimes with ane ange There are also some 
who suggest breaking off from Tel Aviv and the Zionist 
state all together. In the settler publication NEKUDA an 
article is going to be published calling on the settlers to 
turn inward and set up a spiritual center, which will be 
an alternative to the State. 


From Judea, Samaria, and Gaza, Tel Aviv looks like a 
city of glittering lights. And how do Judea, Samaria, and 
Gaza look from Tel Aviv? They look like a tour that 
never found its way back home, or like the script of the 
film “Fatal Attraction,” which tells about a pitiful 
woman who does not understand that a one-night stand 
with a married man really lasts just one night, and who 
makes life impossible for everyone around her. 


The Cinematheque Tel Aviv screened a film this week 
that showed third-grade children from Kiryat Arba 
singing Naomi Shemer’s song: “I still haven’t loved 
enough” for the camera, but with the Judea, Samaria, 
and Gaza version of the words. This is the way it went: 
“Ah, ah, I haven’t avenged enough yet. I haven’t killed 
an Arab with my own hands yet.” After they finished 
singing, the children came down off the bus and ran into 
the Hebron shuk [open market] to overturn Arab vege- 
table stands. This is the way Judea, Samaria, and Gaza 
looks to a photographer from Tel Aviv. 


According to the Central Bureau of Statistics, in Judea, 
Samaria, and Gaza live approximately 109,000 settlers, 
57,000 of them children. Some of them live very close to 
the Green Line, and they can go on living there even 
after the evacuation. All the others can be relocated; in 
the new city of Modi’in, for example. Even the landscape 
there is similar to the landscape of Judea, Samaria, and 
Gaza. All told, this move is no more traumatic than the 
one every middle-class American makes every few years, 
when he moves from Seattle to Detroit. The State of 
Israel is withdrawing from Judea, Samaria, and Gaza. 
The settlers are just moving from one apartment to 
another. 


From Tel Aviv, Judea, Samaria, and Gaza looks like 
diaspora. In his autobiography, Yitzhak Shamir wrote 
that only | (!) percent of the Russian immigrants agreed 
to go to live in Judea, Samaria, and Gaza. The immi- 
grants see Judea, Samaria, and Gaza as diaspora, too. To 
the Israelis of Hebron and Jericho, they are part of the 
Jewish heritage, but not part of the Zionist state, and a 
heritage does not have to be physically touched. 


Judea, Samaria, and Gaza does not exist for most of the 
residents of Tel Aviv, and most of them have never made 
the tour of the “classical Judea, Samaria, and Gaza,” and 
never visited a settlement further east than Alfei Mena- 
she, not on private tours, or school tours, or with youth 
groups. From Tel Aviv, Judea, Samaria, and Gaza is just 
reserve army service. It is just an apartheid state that 
puts Israeli democracy to shame. 
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The only question that remains now is whether to 
torment the settlers and tell them every morning “I told 
you so,” or whether to treat them with restraint and 
compassion. Yosi Sarid told the residents of the Jordan 
valley this week: “I am having no pangs of conscience, I 
never supported these settlements.” But even those who 
did support it have no reason to be sorry about the 
residents of Judea, Samaria, and Gaza, just sorry for the 
time that was wasted. Nobody sent them there. It was 
simply thought that it was a good place to live. The fact 
is that most Israelis stayed on the other side of the Green 
Line. 


There is no reason to go on debating the “evacuation” of 
the residents of Judea, Samaria, and Gaza. Why does the 
IDF have to evacuate them? Why can they not just use a 
regular moving company to change apartments? Why is 
every hike taken by the residents of Judea, Samaria, and 
Gaza called a march, every demonstration called an 
operation, and every encounter with a policemen con- 
sidered the beginning of a civil war? Why does the entire 
State of Israel have to help them and dramatize the 
situation? Kfar Shalem is also being evacuated. The 
Bedouins are being evacuated to Rahat. [Residents of] 
Judea, Samaria, and Gaza will be evacuated to Modi’in 
or to Yokn’am or to the Arava. 


The people living in Judea, Samaria, and Gaze are not 
pitiful people, just people who have made a mistake. Not 
bigger, or smaller, than many other mistakes people 
make throughout their lives, like a failed marriage, a 
boring career choice, or an unsuccessful emigration to 
Los Angeles. 


The State does not usually compensate mistakes or give 
new starts. The residents of Judea, Samaria, and Gaza 
are being given the opportunity to start their lives anew 
under better conditions than young couples in Tel Aviv, 
or the elderly and unemploycd, get. Therefore, from Tel 
Aviv, Judea, Samaria, and Gaza look like the epitome of 
egocentrism. 


Central Bank, Treasury Coordination Urged 


944A0038A Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 
1 Feb 94 p C2 


[Article by David Levy-Pa’or: “Why An Independent 
Central Bank is Unnecessary”; first paragraph is 
HA’ARETZ introduction] 


[Text] The writer is a Ph.D student at Haifa University 
and teaches in the Political Science Department at the 
Hebrew University. 


It is a conservative inclination to support the indepen- 
dence of the central bank against the politicians. Pro- 
fessor Alex Zuckerman gave academic support for that 
inclination in this section (“Why An Independent Cen- 
tral Bank is Required,” 21.1.94). 


Prof. Zuckerman, one of the senior economists in Israel, 
wrote what he wrote in direct connection with a study 
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that he published in the respected publishing house of 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1992. In his 
article, Zuckerman pointed to the existence of an 
“inverse relationship between the degree of indepen- 
dence of a central bank and the rate of inflation. Policy 
such as [in] Germany and Switzerland, with very inde- 
pendent central banks, excels in very low rates of infla- 
tion. Countries such as Brazil and Argentina (where 
there are central banks that are not independent) are 
characterized by very high rates of inflation...” Sup- 
porting the independence of the Bank of Israel, Zuck- 
erman wrote that “‘because they are subject to continual 
pressure to show rapid results, politicians in democratic 
countries have, due to circumstances, a short horizon. 
Therefore, they are inclined to bring about a temporary 
easing in the area of interest, even if this involves stirring 
up long-term inflation, in the nature of ‘sin couches at 
the door.’ A central bank with sufficient independence 
and a clear mandate for maintaining long-term price 
stability constitutes a watchdog against these natural 
inclinations of the political system.” 


Despite the respect for the research work of Prof. Zuck- 
erman, I wish to grapple with several points in his 
argument which, in my opinion, have an importance that 
goes beyond the structured (structured) tensions between 
the Bank of Israel and Ministry of Finance in matters of 
monetary policy. [sentence as published] These com- 
ments of mine on Zuckerman’s article touch on the heart 
of the academic involvement in questions of economic 
policy in particular and public policy in general. Prof. 
Zuckerman’s arguments are: 


A. In contradiction to every concept of authority that is 
accompanied by responsibility—a basic principle in the 
framework of the process of the differentiation of the 
functions in modern society. 


B. Include antidemocratic elements. 


C. Include partial conclusions regarding the superiority 
of the results of an independent central bank. 


It is my intention to present an alternative conception of 
the relations of economics and politics, which calls for 
cohesiveness (cohesiveness) of the formulation of public 
policy and a constructive role of the politicians in 
promoting the economic goals. [sentence as published] 


The responsibility that is demanded of the minister of 
finance for the performance of the Israeli economy is 
towards the Knesset, the government, the prime min- 
ister, the central committee of his party, and the Israeli 
public. The level of inflation in the economy is measured 
and is made public each month at a press conference. 
The data on inflation receive maximal media attention, 
both in the electronic and the traditional media. In 
comparison with other topics such as education and 
defense policy, the subject of the level of inflation is one 
of the more “responsible”’ topics in the State of Israel. 


This means that an accounting is required by various 
components of Israeli politics and society from those 
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who are responsible for this matter. But the responsi- 
bility is required of the minister of finance, in whose 
hands there is only part of the authority. The Israeli 
public and the Israeli political system are not inclined to 
demand responsibility from the Governor of the Bank of 
Israel. The highest rates of inflation in Israel never 
resulted in the resignation of the Governor of the Bank 
of Israel, or even one of his senior officials. It seems that 
the professional bureaucrats, mandarins, in the words of 
one of the researchers in political science, are completely 
free of responsibility to the citizen. Under such condi- 
tions, the granting of greater authority to the minister of 
finance is a legitimate demand from he who is required 
to bear responsibility. 


Zuckerman presented an essentially elitist, anti- 
democratic argument in everything concerning the range 
of view of the Bank of Israel versus the range of view of 
the Ministry of Finance. The conceptus! world of Prof. 
Zuckerman, as understood frorn his article, includes two 
players. On the one side are the shortsighted ones and 
those with a short planning horizon (politicians), and on 
the other side are those who see further and those with a 
long-term planning horizon (the officials of the Bank of 
Israel). 


In this way, Zuckerman expresses the conception that 
there should be no reliance on the politicians, and that 
the range of influence of the politicians and the political 
process should be reduced. Politics, it can be guessed, is 
in his opinion an obstacle in the way of economic 
activity. This conception implies distancing the public 
(and the demands of its representatives) from the formu- 
lation of public policy, and, in short—the cancellation of 
the entire process of democratic representation in favor 
of rule by technocrats. 


The logic of Alex Zuckerman regarding the shortsighted- 
ness of the politicians, if it were to be implemented in the 
sphere of defense, for example, leads to the assertion that 
the formulation of defense policy must be put in the 
hands of the men of the army—professionals who, as it 
were, are well-versed in the sphere of their work and who 
enjoy the capability of long-term planning. In such a 
case, the functions of the minister of defense must be 
handed over to the chief of staff. In a similar manner, the 
functions of foreign policy must be transferred to the 
Israeli diplomatic level, educational policy to the 
teachers, and the like. The face of Israeli democracy 
would appear in such a case like the face of the govern- 
ment of technocrats of Pinochet in Chile. 


Would the removal of politics from the sphere of public 
policy ensure us better results? Not necessarily. Despite 
Zuckerman’s argument that “there is an inverse relation- 
ship between the degree of independence of the central 
bank and the rate of inflation,” that is, that there is a 
direct relationship between the restriction of political 
action (and the power of the politicians) and the eco- 
nomic results, his data are only partial. 
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First of all, Zuckerman takes into account only price 
. stability and not more comprehensive indices of eco- 
nomic activity, such as economic growth. It may be that 
had he examined the relationship between the indepen- 
dence of the central bank and the rate of economic 
growth, he would have found that there is no connection. 
In fact, as Zuckerman himself writes in his book, existing 
preliminary evidence indicates that there is no such 
connection (p. 431). 

Second, Zuckerman does not explain a series of facts that 
indicate the lack of independence of the central bank in 
such countries as Japan, South Korea, Italy, and Spain, 
which have low rates of inflation and high rates of 
economic growth. 


Third, Zuckerman’s support for the independence of the 
Bank of Israel is inconsistent with reality, which teaches 
us that while this independence was stable in the s‘even- 
ties and the eighties, inflation itself moved from approx- 
imately 15 percent to approximately 400 percent annu- 
ally. That is to say, that the weight of the independence 
of the Bank of Israel among the variables that influence 
the rates of inflation is less significant than is, perhaps, 
acceptable to believe. 


Zuckerman’s concept of politics is very restricted, 
mainly regarding the identification of its negative 
aspects. Governments can formulate long-range policies 
and politicians are sometimes farseeing. The condition 
for that is the autonomy of the state, as it exists in 
southeast Asia, with the addition of an ideological- 
national commitment to economic development, which 
can bring about economic growth and achievements in 
the realms of employment, prices, and the competitive- 
ness of the economy. 


If there exists an ideal pattern of economic policymak- 
ing, it is perhaps the pattern of cooperation, a kind of 
neocorporatism, within the state apparatus. Prima- 
donna-like behavior on the part of the actors is a recipe 
for failure in the formulation of policy. The unity of the 
actors is a condition for the success of policy. 


Therefore, the evaluators and analysts of policy must 
recommend ways of cooperation, and not act precisely in 
order to ensure the independence of the Bank of Israel. 


Land Prices in Territories Rise 300 Percent 
944A0038B Tel Aviv HA’ARETZ in Hebrew | Feb 94 
p4 


[Article by Yosi Torpstein: “Land Prices in the Territo- 
ries Soared 300 Percent on Average Since the Signing of 
the Agreement With the PLO”; all quotation marks as 
published] 


[Text] Since the signing of the Declaration of Principles 
on 13 September, land prices in the territories have 
soared on average by approximately 300 percent, due to 
the growing interest of investors, even though not many 
transactions were actually concluded. But businessmen 
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in the West Bank estimate that after Palestinian self-rule 
is established, a real increase in real estate prices is to be 
expected. According to that estimate, the price increase 
will moderate gradually following the release of lands to 
the private market with the broadening of the bound- 
aries for planning and construction of settlements in the 
territories. 


Samir Barghouti, an economist in the “United Agricul- 
tural Company,” which is a Palestinian credit company, 
estimates that in another three years, there will be a 
trend of diversion of investments from the sphere of real 
estate to other channels of investment that will provide 
larger profits, such as investmeni in shares, in industry, 
and in commercial entrepreneurs. 


Barghouti spoke at a meeting on the subjects of construc- 
tion and development, which was held yesterday at the 
“Ambassador” Hotel in East Jerusalem. The meeting 
was organized by two companies from Hebron, the 
“Al-Jamhour For Culture and Development” company 
and “The National Company for Investment and Devel- 
opment.” At the meeting, tens of Palestinian busi- 
nessmen and investors from the territories and abroad 
discussed subjects related to plans of the World Devel- 
opment Bank, and the Palestinian plans for development 
in the areas of construction and housing. [sentence as 
published] 


According to Barghouti, land prices have been rising since 
1967 due to the lack of land, which stemmed from Israel's 
policy. In his estimation, the Palestinians were allowed to 
use only six percent of the land in the territories, while the 
requirements for construction are estimated at approxi- 
mately 10,000 housing units annually. 


Additional pressure on land prices stemmed from the 
internal migration from the village to the city. In 
Barghouti’s opinion, the boom in land trading that began 
after the Madrid Conference, and gained a lot of 
momentum since the Israel-PLO agreement, was fed by 
expectations of extensive investment in the territories in 
the near future, and of the return of tens of thousands of 
Palestinians from the “1967 displaced persons.” 


As a result, the veteran land traders were joined by 
independent professionals such as doctors, lawyers, and 
others. In another lecture, Hisham al-Khatib, an econo- 
mist with the Palestinian credit company I.D.G. (Eco- 
nomic Development Group), noted that the share of the 
World Bank in the development of the territories will be 
decisive during the five-year transition period, and that 
the bank recommended in its development plan to leave 
the sphere of housing in the hands of the private sector. 


But Khatib added that due to the importance of the 
housing sector and the dearth of housing units, the 
Palestinian administration will have to direct to this area 
much investment, in the magnitude of $300 million. 
According to him, the Palestinian administration will 
establish a national administration that will be charged 
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with supervising the quality of construction and regu- 
lating supply and demand in a manner that will prevent 
the private sector from making quick profits at the 
expense of the quality of the construction. 


Khatib also reported that in order for the development of 
the infrastructure for the residential neighborhoods not 
to be a burden on the Palestinian economy, the indepen- 
dent administration will have to finance this infrastruc- 
ture by collecting taxes from the inhabitants. He also 
noted that the policy now being followed by the higher 
housing council (not one representative of which was 
present at the meeting), which recently began construc- 
tion of housing units in the territories, with the assis- 
tance of $37 million that were handed over by the 
countries of the European Union, is to erect high-rise 
buildings in an effort to save on land costs and infra- 
structure services. According to him, this policy will also 
be followed by the Palestinian administration, even 
though the vertical style of construction (in the form of 
popular projects) does not suit the accepted style in 
Palestinian society (which prefers family homes sur- 
rounded by a plot of land). 


Khatib also said that the World Bank ignored the prob- 
lems of development in Jerusalem foi >olitical reasons, 
but the Palestinians will have to deal with the problems 
of “the eternal Palestinian capital” in view of the vig- 
orous Israeli activity in the city, which, according to 
Khatib, seeks to empty it of as many Palestinians as 
possible. He noted that it will be necessary to repair 
many homes in the Old City of Jerusalem, whose phys- 
ical condition encourages the migration of their tenants 
from Jerusalem. 


TUNISIA 


Local, Regional Transportation Projects Discussed 


944F0067A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 24 Jan 94 
pill 


[Interview with Tahar Haj Ali, Tunisian minister of 
transport, by Samirah al-Sadafi, in Tunis, date not given: 
“We Will Buy Three New Passenger Aircraft; Airport 
Capacity Will Increase to 11 Million Passengers Annu- 
ally”—first four paragraphs AL-HAYAH introduction] 


[Text] Tunisian Minister of Transport Tahar Haj Ali has 
confirmed that Tunisian Airlines will acquire three 
Airbus and Boeing aircraft next April, and that the 
Tunisian Maritime Company has bought three new 
cargo ships. 


In an exclusive interview with AL-HAYAH, he said that 
the ministry is studying the construction of a second 
airport in one of the close-in suburbs of Tunis. He 
expects to increase the capacity of the six current air- 
ports to 11 million passengers by 1997. 


Minister Haj Ali, who chairs the Council of Transport 
Ministers in the Arab Maghreb Federation, thinks the 
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possibility oi establishing a Maghrebi airline company is 
unlikely in the foreseeable future. However, he stressed 
the importance of establishing a Maghrebi air transpor- 
tation board, another for seaports, and unifying regula- 
tions for business dealings in the ports. 


Text of the interview follows: 


[Al-Sadafi] How can the airports absorb increased air 
Sr ee a ee Se Se ee er 
unis 


[Ali] There are six airports in Tunisian. They are Tunis- 
Carthage, Sfax, Munastir, Djerba, Nefta, and Tabarka. 
All of them have dense traffic because of tourist activity 
and movements of migrant workers. This has caused us 
to plan for airport expansion. 


After we recently completed development and expansion 
work at Jerba Airport (currently transporting Libyans to 
the Tunisian capital), work began at the Munastir Air- 
port. We are preparing, at the present time, the first stage 
of expansion at the capital’s airport. The second stage is 
the subject of a study that we have decided to make, to 
learn whether it would be preferable to build a second 
airport or be content to increase the expansion of the 
present airfield. There are three proposed areas, if we 
give preference to building a second airport. They are 
Sulayman (south of the capital), Bizerte Road (north of 
Tunis), or Borj El Amri (west). 


However, constructing a second airfield is not a simple 
operation because of residential density in Tunis. Con- 
struction would take about 10 years. Therefore, we have 
to expand the current airport as a temporary solution. 


With regard to the Nefta, Sfax, and Tabarka airfields, 
they respond to traffic to and from the three cities. The 
absorption capability of the six Tunisian airports is 
estimated at eight million passengers annually. We 
expect this to increase to 11 million passengers by 1997. 


We also have decided to begin work expanding Tunis’ 
airport next year. When the expansion is completed in 
1996, we expect its absorption capability to increase 
from three million to 4.5 million passengers a year. 


In addition, we have begun work installing advanced 
radar to control air traffic. It will begin actual service in 
1995. The project’s cost is estimated at 13.5 million 
Tunisian dinars (approximately $14 million). 


[Al-Sadafi] What is the government’s plan to strengthen 
the maritime fleet and stimulate initiatives with Medi- 
terranean countries? 


[Ali] Ways of transporting goods in the world has 
changed in recent years. The ships that used to transport 
various goods have vanished or nearly so. Two types 
have emerged. The first type transports nonpackaged 
commodities, such as wheat, oils, and chemicals; the 
second type depends on containers and trailers. At 
present, these two types form 95 percent of our activities 
in the maritime shipping of commodities. 
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In accordance with this change, we have structured the 
Tunisian fleet to respond to economic growth require- 
ments, especially in light of the development of partner 
relationships with Europe. Commodities are transported 
overland and, then by sea and land again, to Europe 
where they are further manufactured or marketed 
directly. The use of trailers allows them to be ready for 
ee ee Doe ry we Senne oe er Tee 
t. 


In the context of restructuring the Tunisian Maritime 
Company (public sector) and modernizing its fleet, we 
have bought three ships of the “roll-on” type to transport 
commodities. As regards transporting passengers, the 
al-Habib ship no longer fulfills the requirement. We have 
been forced to lease additional ships during the summer 
season when migrant workers return. There are several 
options to satisfy this need, which we are currently 


[Al-Sadafi] Why has this sector not been developed? 


[Ali] There are broad areas for investment. The share of 
Tunisian governmental and private companies is cur- 
rently no more than 25 percent of maritime transport. 
The government recently decided on major exemptions 
and incentives to encourage investment in the interna- 
tional transportation sector, both overland and sea, 
either in the context of Tunisian companies or joint 
organizations with foreign financiers. 


[Al-Sadafi] How is the state of air transportation? 


[Ali] Four companies operate in this sector. Three of 
them specialize basically in passenger transport. They 
are Tunis Air, the domestic airlines, and independent 
airlines. At the end of last year, the first private company 
was established to transport goods. We expect a second 
per to emerge shortly, when it has obtained 
a 


Tunis Air will take delivery of three new aircraft this 
year. Two are Airbus 320s and the third is a Boeing 737. 
This will strengthen our fleet, which is composed of 19 
aircraft, including seven obtained after 1990. 


We are cautiously hopeful of this type of investment, 
since one must brave the risks as being calculated risks, 
based on studies and experience. 


The new matter at this stage is the liberalizing of 
transporting goods, after the establishment of a private 
air transport company. A second one will emerge soon. 
Three private maritime transport companies have been 
established and are operating both domestically and 
abroad. There are great possibilities for the private 
sector to develop maritime transportation among the 
Tunisian coastal cities on the one hand, and the islands 
and coast on the other. 


[Al-Sadafi] What are the results of the privatization 
experience in the transport sector? 
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[Ali] We have shifted from 100 percent state domination 
of the sector to a stage of private investors sharing in 
transportation in addition to the public sector. 

For example, we have made important progress in land 
transportation of goods. In the past three years, 80 
private companies have emerged. This has helped to 
improve services and lower prices. This experience has 
been a model for success in liberalizing a basic sector, 
since the customers have gained. The state regulates the 
sector, while shippers get bigger profits. 


We have recently begun to privatize the passenger trans- 
portation sector. The first passenger transport company 
has been established in Tunis and a second company will 
be formed in the southern suburbs. We are also thinking 
about privatizing transportation between domestic cities 
and Tunis, in accordance with conditions determined in 
advance, while also maintaining the public sector com- 
panies’ role. 


With regard to the international transportation sector, 
we are trying to increase the Tunisian shippers’ share, so 
as to increase it by 10 percent of the goods presently 
being shipped. 

We have also decided on new customs incentives and on 
tax reduction to encourage partnerships between local 
and foreign shippers. In this regard, we have granted 
licenses to establish two companies for international 
overland transport, connecting the European and 
African continents. The first is Tunisian-French and the 
second Tunisian-Belgian. 


One can say that our latest goal, in light of administra- 
tive measures and legal provisions that we have taken, is 
to make the quality of transportation consistent with the 
citizen’s expectations and share in the development of 
trade relations. 


With the achievement of these goals, we will have 
ensured the circumstances and guarantees for the growth 
of economic life on fixed bases, because the transport 
sector influences all other economic sectors. 


To establish these options, we have taken many steps 
and measures aimed at enabling this sector to renew its 
equipment, become expert in disbursing its resources, 
and achieve coordination and integration among its 
various modes. We have introduced incentives to 
encourage the private sector to enter the transport field 
gradually and in an organized manner. This has resulted 
in the emergence of competitive markets that have begun 
to have positive influences on the cost and quality of 
services. 


[Al-Sadafi] What has happened to the idea of attaining 
integration among Maghrebi transportation networks? 


[Ali] With regard to air transportation, there is coordi- 
nation among the Maghrebi companies in organizing 
flights. Basically, this is based on bilateral agreements. 
For example, the only country in the Arab Maghreb with 
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which we had no direct link was Mauritania. We began 
to operate weekly flights between Tunis and Nouakchott 
last November. 

In addition, there is cooperation between Maghrebi 
airline companies in dealings with foreign parties, either 
in areas of supply or in purchasing, such as the purchase 
of spare parts. We buy them collectively or we consult 
together about them. There is also an intensive exchange 


in regard to training, requalifying, and the use of equip- 
ment available in each country. 


However, we have made no progress in conducting a 


study of establishing a Maghrebi air transport company. 
There is no plan in regard to this. 


There has been more progress in the maritime transport 
sector. We have created a board for Maghrebi maritime 
transportation companies, with headquarters in Tunis, 
as well as a similar board for Maghrebi seaports, with 
headquarters in Morocco. Maritime transport compa- 
nies operate in the five countries in accordance with 
bilateral agreements. We are currently working to unify 
the -ules of transactions in ports, in order to make the 
regulations for Maghrebi public organizations in this 
sector easier. 


REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


Diplomat Discusses Crisis, Terms for Solution 


94LH0014C London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 12 Jan 94 
p17 


[Article by Mustapha Ahmed Muhammad Ni’maan, 
Yemeni diplomat} 


[Text] Many make the mistake of considering the 
Yemeni crisis the product of Ali Salim Al-Bid’s retire- 
ment last August. That assessment is attributable to the 
desire to diagnose the issues and determine their reasons 
far from the sound and objective assessment of their true 
elements. 


The advisers purposed to circulate that al-Bid’s retire- 
ment was attributable to his strong aspiration to hold the 
post of vice president of the leadership council. That lean 
justification was the beginning of the political confron- 
tation between the two sides. Al-Bid’s position does not 
eminate from the post that the advisers want to tempt 
him with, but his position eminates—as they are learning 
very well—from his party and personal position. Indeed, 
I am not disqualifying the personal side absolutely, but 
concentrating on it leads—of necessity—to the ignoring 
of the objective sides, at the forefront of which is the 
breakdown of trust, practically speaking, between *Ali 
"Abdallah Salih and ‘Ali Salim al-Bid. For the proof of 
that, it is possible to return to the course that *Ali Salih 
tried to follow to break the rank of the socialist party. 


Perhaps everybody remembers the document that al-Bid 
risked signing before traveling to the United States for 
medical treatment. No sooner had he appeared on the 





The breakdown of the element of trust between °Ali Salih 
and ’Ali al-Bid is what forced the crisis to this dangerous 
dimension and made talk of separation a consideration 
as one way out of it. I am not overemphasizing or 
exaggerating if] say that all of the previous crises did not 
involve any talk of or allusion to a tragic way out like 
this, but everybody knows—in spite of the attempts to 
hide behind the mirage—that it is possible for separation 
to take place if the deterioration of matters continues. 
Or, as a known author mentioned: “The danger of the 
crisis can be in that it is moving, and that the solutions 
presented for it are extended continuously, because the 
events overstep them.” Here, I remember a dialogue 
with some of the young currents in the party of reform 
five or six months ago when I presented to them a 
practical way out, ing, as its core, on “federal- 
ism.” I assured them that of what is rejected today, less 
will be accepted tomorrow, and that talk about a new 
form of government is a settled matter and it is necessary 
to enier into its details as quickly as possible so that time 
does not pass it by and we come closer—after a time—to 
something without federalism. In this meeting, I was 
accused and questioned about the goals they believe I am 
striving to accomplish. 


Today, I became sure once again that it is not possible to 
continue the form of government that gives Sanaa alone, 
with no others, the absolute right to see matters with a 
narrow outlook. 


The balance of power has changed since 22 May 1990, 
but the mentality of Sanaa has remained hardened in its 
position, incapable of distinguishing the new threads and 
the new limits of the political and social map. 


The intelligent and discriminating view of reality will 
make the officials in Sanaa realize the importance of 
paying attention to the requested form of government, 
far from the absolute right inherited distant centuries 
ago. 


I am in complete agreement with every herald—and 
everv Yemeni—that Yemeni unity is a matter that does 
not nced treaties and agreements, but the maintenance of 
its elements as they are needs to be examined anew by 
everybody. I dc ot want it to be understood that I am 
biased against S :naa as a capital, but I point strongly to 
the hiding places of the defects in our political system, 
which did not give to other than Sanaa’s own, then to its 
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relatives, that powerful position and the larger hand in 
the matters of the country and humanity. 


So that I do not go on too long, I see the way out of the 
present crisis in: 

First: Beginning the process of managerial division and 
being contented with four administrative districts 


blending the southern and the northern governorates, 
built on clearly defined and learned standards. 


Second: At the same time, beginning the removal of the 
camps of the armed forces from the principal cities 
without hesitation or unfounded excuses. 


Third: Beginning the transfer of the central powers in 
Sanaa to the present governorates temporarily until the 
end of the new managerial division. 

Fourth: The limiting of the mandato.y powers of the 
leadership in financial and managerial issues, appoint- 
ments, and the like. 


In my opinion, beginning to deal with these points forms 
the serious and real entry into the solution to the crisis, 
far removed from the present dialogue of two deaf 


people. 


High Return on Khat Discourages Other Crops 


94LH0014B London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
23 Dec 93 p 11 


[Text] Amman—The Economic and Social Committee 
for West Asia [ESCWA] entered partially into the local 
efforts exerted towards limiting the farming of khat, 
whose use is common among Yemenis, especially in the 
North, as a stimulant consumed in gatherings that per- 
haps last from 1500 until the beginning of the evening. 


The economists and politicians today are agreeing to 
consider the tradition of “storing” khat one of the most 
important factors affecting the economic and productive 
activity in Yemen. This effect becomes powerfully clear 
when it is known that the preparatior for the khat 
gathering begins at noon, since Yemenis flock to the 
market to buy “bundles” arriving from the farms for 
public sale. Khat consumes around one-third of the 
income of Yemenis. 


ESCWA’s participation and its diffusion in Amman 
came through a detailed study that the agricultural 
committee prepared in the organization concerning the 
phenomenon and the means available to deal with it. 


However, the study that was prepared field-wide fin- 
ished by saying that replacing khat with the growing of 
other crops and fruit is socially desirable and is still an 
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“uneconomic” issue with regard to the farmers. The 
study touched on the fact that the basic factor that 
encourages the farming of khat is the extent of the 
demand and the high prices that the yield from this plant 
brings. 

Therefore, the study concentrated on trying to limit the 
type of alternative farming that is possible in certain 
conditions, that produces an exemplary return, at least 
equivalent to what is presently achieved with khat. 
Likewise, the study dealt with methods to encourage 
these projects with funds provided for the process of 
growth in Yemen and also with technical consultation. 


The study pointed out that the acreage currently culti- 
vated for khat is within the boundary of 80,000 hectares 
(1 hectare = 2.471 acres). Likewise, it makes clear that 
khat is the most profitable among all the crops that are 
cultivated under the same agricultural and climactic 
conditions (the net yield of khat is around 250,000 rials 
[YR] (7.24 rials = US$1) per hectare, bananas were 
estimated at YR80,000, grapes at YR90,000, and vege- 
tables at YR50,000). Thus, the treatment of the eco- 
nomic side of the subject requires that the farmers have 
a secure income that approximates their income from 
khat. This is difficult to obtain by substituting the khat 
crop with another crop, except by following agricultural 
pricing policies in addition to other agricultural and 
rural activities accompanying the process of substitution 
of the crop. 


The study suggests the support and encouragement of the 
growth of the animal wealth and the securing of the 
initial capital that the farmer needs to establish his 
project. 

It also recommends following a systematic progression in 
the suggestion of possible alternatives to the farming of 
khat, such as the halting of any new farming of khat or 
the regeneration of the acreage cultivated currently, lack 
of authorization to dig wells whose water is used to 
irrigate khat, and thus increasing taxes on the farming 
and marketing. 


As for the second step, it recommends establishing 
nurseries for the production of fruit tree seedlings of 
good quality and free from disease and distributing them 
to the farmers free of charge or at symbolic prices. [It 
also recommends] offering easy long-term loans and 
possible technical assistance to anyone who wants to 
change to other alternative farming. 


On the media and cultural side, it recommends a plan for 
intensifying social, cultural, and athletic activities in all 
parts of the republic, concentrating especially on filling 
the new generation’s time, in addition to intensifying the 
media orientation and showing the negative side of the 
effects of khat on individuals and societies. 
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INDIA 
Doubts Expressed Over Relations With U.S. 


Rao Visit Questioned 
94AS0201A Madras THE HINDU in English 26 Jan 94 
ps 


[Article by Prem Shankar Jha; all quotation marks as 
published] 

[Text] With Pakistan openly threatening war over Kash- 
mir, making preparations for war, and then announcing 
that if war breaks out it will use nuclear weapons, some 
people in Delhi have concluded that this is a good time 
for Prime Minister Rao to go visit President Clinton in 
Washington. They are wrong. India is being manouvred 
into such a visit by Pakistan with the sole purpose of 
drawing the United States deeper into the Kashmir 
dispute and the ground for this is being prepared by 
playing on its fear of a nuclear war in South Asia. India 
is about to fall tamely into this trap. 


Pakistan began to devote itself to internationalising the 
Kashmir issue when it was forced by pressure from the 
United States to reduce (but not eliminate) its support 
for militant violence in Kashmir. But in recent months it 
has given a new twist to this effort. Apart from raising 
the issue of human rights and self-determination under 
the UN resolutions of 1948 and 1949, it has also raised 
the bogey of a nuclear war on the sub-continent if the 
Kashmir dispute is not resolved, by implication, to its 
liking. 

Shortly before he relinquished office, its caretaker Prime 
Minister, Mr. Qureshi explicitly linked Pakistan’s quest 
for a nuclear bomb to the resolution of the Kashmir 
dispute. Recently its Foreign Minister went a step fur- 
ther during a visit to Uzbekistan saying that there was a 
real possibility of nuclear war over Kashmir. Pakistan 
has also, reportedly begun to make preparations for a 
conventional war along the Line of Control [LoC] in 
Kashmir, although in this case it is not “lear which 
country started these preparations first. 


What Pakistan is doing is obvious: this none-too-large, 
none-too-strong and not every united country of 140 
million people is blackmailing the world community into 
putting pressure on India to make fundamental conces- 
sions on Kashmir. And because of India’s weak-kneed 
responses it is getting away with it. Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao’s visit to the United States now will put 
the seal of victory on Pakistan’s effort, regardless of what 
actually happens there. 


A visit to the United States at this point in time would be 
folly for another reason: It is not by any means certain 
that the United States is a disinterested party. Had it 
been one, it would have taken into account the fact that 
nearly 50 years have passed since the present status quo 
came into being in Kashmir; that disturbing it could 
cause an upheaval in India and Pakistan which would 
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greatly increase the danger of war on the subcontinent; 
that the surest way to ensure peace and stability in the 
region would be to ask the two countries to abide by their 
commitments under the Shimla agreement and convert 
the Line of Control into the international border. Dis- 
cussions with the Kashmiri militants on both sides of the 
LoC could follow. 


Instead, the Clinton administration has accepted a 
dubious finding that Pakistan is not aiding and i 
militancy and violence in Kashmir, taken Pakistan 
the terrorist State watch list, and has trashed the Shimla 
agreement on the absurd ground that very few discussion 
have been held under it. President Clinton has himself 
extended guarded support to Kashmir elements in the 
United States working towards an independent Kash- 
mir, and his administration has made it clear that it will 
not oppose attempts of the Kashmiris to carve out an 
independent state, consisting of the whole of Jammu and 
Kashmir as it existed in 1947. It would therefore be the 
height of folly to take any action that would give such a 
country the right to ‘mediate’ in the Kashmir dispute, 
before being absolutely sure of its objectives. 


The reasons for the U.S. ‘tilt’ in this wholly new direc- 
tion are not easy to discern: The Chinese suspect that the 
United States wants to create a helpless vassal state in a 
location from which it can dominate the entire Asian 
land mass, but the Chinese may be paranoid! Another 
possibility that cannot be discou::ted is that the new 
policy is the brainchild of one Senior State Department 
official who is reputed to be close to President Clinton. 
Whatever the reason, the present U.S. position is so 
downright irresponsible that India would do well not to 
give it even a semblance of respectability. 


The United States knows that an independent Jammu 
and Kashmir within its 1947 boundaries will have 40 
percent Hindus and Buddhists who are fully integrated, 
both culturally and economically, with India. It will have 
another 20 percent of Sunni Muslims who are equally 
integrated with Pakistan, and only 35 to 36 percent of 
Muslims, followers of the Mirwaiz, who would prefer to 
retain their independent identity. It will have a small 
number of Shias, who are even now being butchered by 
Sunni Muslims in the part of the original State that has 
been annexed by Pakistan. The resemblance of such a 
state to Bosnia would be remarkable, and it would, 
without a shadow of doubt, meet the same fate. 


But once the status quo in South Asia is disturbed so 
violently, would the conflict remain confined to Kash- 
mir? The odds are heavily against it. As Muslims from 
Pakistan and occupied Kashmir, and Hindus from 
Jammu drive into the valley, aided and abetted by their 
respective co-religionists, sooner or later they will clash 
directly. After that the conflict will, in all probability 
suck in the armed forces of India and Pakistan. 


Nor is this the only danger. A section of Hindu opinion 
will insist on seeing the decision of the Kashmiri Mus- 
lims to opt out of the Indian Union (after chasing all 
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Hindu Kashmiris out of the valley) as the second 
betrayal of India by the Muslims. Communal riots on an 
unprecedented scale might therefore easily follow. These 
could lead to another exodus of Muslims from India to 
Pakistan, and that could trigger a full fledged war, as did 
the exodus of Hindus from East Pakistan in 1971. 


The above are admittedly worst case scenarios, but given 
the recent history of the sub-continent, only an Indian 
Government that is more irresponsible than the United 
States is being today, could take so great a risk. It follows 
therefore that both India and Pakistan should, in their 
own best interest, discourage U.S. intervention in the 
affairs of the subcontinent, and insist on settling the 
dispute bilaterally. Pakistan may choose not to do so 
because of its own internal compulsions, but no Indian 
Government can afford to match its irresponsibility. It 
follows that until the United States changes its Kashmir 
poticy once more, and recognises that in an extremely 
unstable and increasingly dangerous world, there are 
limits to how far India can go in giving up the nuclear 
option or the development of missile technology, there is 
nothing to be gained from Mr. Narasimha Rao visiting 
the United States. 


Those who have planned Mr. Rao’s visit doubtless 
believe that a face to face meeting between him, the 
American President and Secretary of State will help the 
U.S. Government to understand India’s position better. 
They could not be more wrong. Such meetings serve a 
purpose when both heads of government perceive a 
common interest in closer relations. There is no such 
perception either in the Clinton administration or the 
American public. 


India does not figure in the U.S. calculations either as a 
threat, a potential ally, or an important business partner. 
America is thus simply not interested in India. This 
disinterest is reflected in the almost complete absence of 
news from India in the American papers, and more 
pertinently, by the Clinton administration’s failure to 
appoint an Ambassador to India for a full 13 months 
after it came to power—the first time since the two 
countries established diplomatic relations that there has 
been such a downgrading of relations between the two 
countries. 


American policy towards India today is the byproduct of 
general policies adopted in common with the other 
industrialised countries, or postures struck by the 
Clinton administration because they look good to Amer- 
ican Congressmen or the American voter. India has been 
given the option, repeatedly, of taking it or leaving it. 
What is more, ever since John Mallot’s visit to New 
Delhi, at least over Kashmir, the United States has 
forsaken private diplomacy and persuasion for public 
admonition. Such public utterances not only leave little 
room for future manouevre, but what is worse, show that 
the country making them is not interested in making 
such adjustments in the future. 
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From Mr. Mallot’s speech to Mr. Clinton’s three refer- 
ences to Kashmir, at the United Nations, in a letter to a 
Kashmir organisation in the United States and in the 
Moscow declaration with Mr. Yeltsin, the United States 
has made it abundantly clear that any concessions that 
will be made will have to come from India. For Mr. Rao 
to go to the United States in such circumstances would 
be humiliating, not to mention a waste of everyone’s 
time. 


‘Casual’ Approach Scored 
944S0201B Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English [date missing] p 16 


{Editorial: “Mr Clinton Again”] 


[Text] It would be easy to dismiss President Clinton’s 
reference in a letter to protecting “Sikh rights” as a 
routine communication meant mainly for an American 
audience not signifying much of substance. But that does 
not reduce the sense of disquiet and puzzlement in India. 
Missives of heads of states cannot but be regarded with 
seriousness and any argument that they be taken lightly 
only suggests callousness. The fact that this letter and 
another one to a Kashmiri separatist organisation were 
written on the same day could point to a possible design 
rather than a simple slip-up on the part of some junior 
White House official. There is little doubt that this new 
development will impose a further strain on Indo- 
American relations. Such a turn of events is only to be 
regretted since, after several decades, the two countries 
had made some effort recently to put their relationship 
on an even keel. Indeed in the early 1990s, there was 
even talk of strategic co-operation between the two. But 
as of last year, the ties have worsened all over again. 
Despite Indian pleas, the United States virtually com- 
pelled the Russians to impose an embargo on a contract 
which had already been signed. As a result, the tech- 
nology for the cryogenic rocket motors for the Polar 
Space Launch Vehicle, a purely civilian endeavour, was 
not available. 


Then, despite reams of evidence provided by India to the 
effect that Pakistan was sponsoring terrorism in India, 
the U:rited States let it off with no more than a slap on 
the wrist. To compound this came the Robin Raphel 
statement on Kashmir that forced New Delhi to com- 
plain of a “qualitative shift” in American policy towards 
India. Now, almost gratuitously, since there is normalcy, 
and indeed calm in Punjab, Mr Bill Clinton has decided 
to resurrect the issue of “Sikh” rights. It is not without 
significance that this downward drift in Indo-U.S. rela- 
tions has coincided with the Clinton presidency. The 
succession of gaffes has been attributed to incompetence 
or inexperience of a new adminisiration. But political 
leaders, including American Presidents, are supposed to 
have any number of experienced bureaucrats to assist 
them and ensure that no egregious blunders are com- 
mitted. The United States bears a special responsibility 
in this area because of its desire to play the role of an 
arbiter in world affairs. But this also means that it must 
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be knowledgeable about events far from its shores. Given 
the delicate nature of such problems and the prevalence 
of sub-national and ethnic challenges, there oughi to be 
far greater sensitivity in official responses. India has a 
right to complain about the casual American approach 
because this country has been at the receiving end of a 
terrorist threat which has only recently been brought 
under control after years of bloodshed. 

Kanshi Ram’s Political Style, Ideals Seen 
Unrealistic 

944S0187B Varanasi AJ in Hindi 24 Jan 94 p 6 
[Editorial: “Political Castles in the Air”] 

[Text] It would not be inappropriate to think of Bahujan 
Samaj Party’s (BSP) Kanshi Ram as the Walter Mitty of 
politics. Dreaming is a birthright of any politician. We 
cannot forbid Kanshi Ram from daydreaming. He can 
daydream or build castles in the air like Sheikh Chilli. 
However, it would be shameful for a patriot to remain 
silent when he tries to hurt democracy and the Censti- 
tution while he is bragging. Kanshi Ram got the oppor- 
tunity to participate in U.P. [Uttar Pradesh] government 
by riding behind Mulayam Singh’s powerful coattails. 
Now the BSP leader is dreaming about ruling the whole 
country. Without Mulayam Singh, Kanshi Ram would 
look like a handicapped person. He is under the delusion 
that it was his party that made Mulayam Singh the chief 
minister. Kanshi Ram has the right to dream about 
sitting on the Delhi throne as i. uch as any minor 
member of a political party. However, be it Kanshi Ram 
or any other Ram, they have no right to point fingers at 
the character of the Indian armed forces or the prestige 
of India’s judicial branch. When Kanshi Ram says that 
he is not worried about the bureaucracy, but is con- 
cerned about the Indian military and the judicial branch 
where the colonels, generals, judges, and chief judges are 
of higher castes, he is guilty of the horrible crime of 
treason. He should be punished according to the law for 
this infringement. A Kanshi Ram whe curses Brahmans 
and Brahmanism can be tolerated, but the Kanshi Ram 
who sees influence of castes on the military and the legal 
system cannot be tolerated. Perhaps, Kanshi Ram is the 
first person who has accused the military and the justice 
system of practicing casteism, and he does not even 
know the consequence cf this crime. If the heads of the 
Indian Army, high courts or the Supreme Court are or 
were Brahmans, it is not their fault. How can General 
Joshi’s being a Brahman and the cominander in chief of 
the Indian Army hurt our country? Has not Kanshi Ram 
ridiculed the army, the Constitution, and the democracy 
by saying that all the colonels and generals in the army 
are members of high castes? Has not he committed 
treason by accusing the judicial system of practicing 
casteism? Why is this conceited Kanshi Ram, who 
claims to be a builder of society, talking this nonsense, to 
destroy the society? Does he want the military to rebel? 
Does he want the justices in the courts to fight among 
themselves? No politician has the right to make such 
unequivocal remarks. Before Kanshi Ram creates a 
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crack in our nation’s constitutional framework, the 
people and the Indian government should put him in his 
proper place. 


When Mulayam Singh Yadav became the chief minister 
of Uttar Pradesh with BSP support, Kanshi Ram began 
to think that Uttar Pradesh is the whole country, 
Mulayam Singh is its prime minister, and Kanshi Ram 
himself is its president. That is why we have to call 
Kanshi Ram a Sheikh Chilli. He had threatened IAS 
{Indian Administrative Service] and IPS [Indian Police 
Service] officers in Uttar Pradesh that he will straighten 
them out when the BSP establishes government in Delhi 
in three years. Obviously this threat was against the 
high-caste IAS and IPS officers. Kanshi Ram has also 
given a kind of warning to Prime Minister Narasimha 
Rao that since his government is in Uttar Pradesh, he 
(Rao) can bring those officials to the Center to protect 
them, however, where will these (high caste) officials go 
when he has his own governmert at the Center in three 
years! What can you make out of this threat? Chief 
Minister Mulayam Singh had tried to defend Kanshi 
Ram’s verbal undiscipline by saying that a corrupt 
official is corrupt regardless of his caste. He had also said 
in the same vein that an IAS or IPS official is just a high 
government official; he is not a Brahmin, Thakur, 
Kurmi, or Harijan. No good government protects or 
punishes an official because of his caste. Perhaps, when 
Kanshi Ram’s party is at the Center then he will imple- 
ment this worthless formula. However, if Kanshi Ram 
continues to gloat like this, the idea of forming a govern- 
ment at the center is out of question; his party would be 
thrown out of the political arena. 


It is deplorable that Kanshi Ram is threatening IAS and 
IPS officers in the state, irritating a sensitive organiza- 
tion like the army by accusing it of practicing casteism, 
and trying to stigmatize the clean record of the judicial 
branch by accusing it of casteism. While all this is 
happening, Mulayam Singh is silent and Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao is ignoring these nonsensical talks. 
Kanshi Ram just wants to make trouble for Mulayam 
Singh’s government. On one side, Mulayam Singh is 
asking cooperation of these officials and praising their 
efforts to improve their morale to help make the state 
progress. On the other side is Kanshi Ram who is chasing 
these officials using the baton of casteism . Is not this 
amazing? What a contradiction is there in their cooper- 
ation! Kanshi Ram perhaps does not know that the IAS 
and IPS officials are to the country what arteries are to 
our body. They keep the government alive. These offi- 
cials are the ones who run the government, impose the 
laws, protect the Constitution, and manage the court 
system. If Kanshi Ram consider: these officials just 
slaves of the government, then let him think that way. 
Their loyalty is to the Constitution only. If these officials 
get tired of Kanshi Ram’s threats and decide not to 
cooperate with the government, it will be Mulayam 
Singh’s government and not Kanshi Ram that will suffer 
the consequences. Kanshi Ram’s comment on the mili- 
tary and the judicial system is going beyond his position. 
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It is a good thing that the colonels and generals in the 
army and the honorable judges in the judicial system do 
not think it necessary to pay attention to comments 
made by a petty politician like Kanshi Ram. Otherwise 
this could have cused impossible problems for the 
central governme.t. Kanshi Ram should start practicing 
the bridling of bis tongue now. 


BJP Attempts To Expand Base Viewed 
944S0187A Varanasi AJ in Hindi 22 Jan 94 pp 1,7 


{Article by Amitabh Agnihotri: “BJP Will Attempt To 
Make Itself Everyone’s Party”} 


[Text] New Delhi, 21 January—There is a great pressure 
on the BJP [Bhara:iya Janata Party] from within to 
change its philosopny and approach and establish its 
credibility among the Dalits and the backwards. This 
pressure is both from within the party and from its own 
leadership. Thus, the party is involved in a campaign of 
*social engineering.’ This phrase coming from the top 
leadership of the Sangh family is the focal point of the 
party’s thinking now. 


Kalyan Singh, the former U.P. [Uttar Pradesh] chief 
minister and the leader of the backwards in the party, 
strongly feels the need for this change as a political 
prerequisite. According to him, there is still time. The 
BJP must review its style of operation, and must make 
efforts to publicize its new image (of support for the 
Dalits and backwards). Mr. Banga Laxman, the head of 
the party’s scheduled castes and aborigine groups’ front, 
also says that the BJP must change its character and style 
and prove that it everyone’s party. Other influential 
leaders from the backward groups such as Sadhvi Uma 
Bharati and legislator Vinay Katiar are also emphasizing 
it. Uma Bharati says that the BJP must make this 
decision without any hesitation. Meanwhile, there is 
heavy pressure within the BJP itself (to change its style, 
image, and character). This is coming from both the 
Sangh family and the backward and Dalit members of 


the party. 


Kalyan Singh says that he would not hesitate in admit- 
ting that “even after introducing a resolution about 
reservations, we did not present this topic to the people 
eloquently. In addition to simply introducing a resolu- 
tion, we must assure the people that we are the one who 
will fight their battles with determination and honesty. 
They should know that the BJP also fights the social war 
for equality and empathizes with them in addition to 
working on the Rama temple issue.” The BJP is seriously 
considering changes in the party’s character that could 
assure the Dalits and backwards that the BJP is with 
them. Hindutva is not against them. In Kalyan Singh’s 
words, the BJP must learn that the Hindutva does not 
mean simply the Brahmin system, and it is wrong to 
think that Hindutva is complete by leaving some groups 
out of it. The BJP must embrace the Dalits and back- 
wards honestly and give them appropriate representa- 
tion in the party. 
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After the vidhan sabha election in Uttar Pradesh, the 
Sangh family commonly began to believe that the BJP 
failed to understand the awareness among the Dalits and 
the backwards that Kanshi Ram had aroused in them. 
The Sangh had declared this to be the reason of its defeat 
and had instructed the BJP to methodically and dili- 
gently work to rectify this problem. The Sangh also has 
start to fight the social war at its own level. Its various 
departments such as Samajik Samrasta Manch [Social 
Equality Forum] in Maharashtra, Din Seva Sangh [Daily 
Servanys] in Karnataka, and Vanvasi Kalyan [Tribal 
Welfare] at the national level are busy in this campaign. 


The Sangh has established the line for its campaign for 
social justice on four points. |. Establishing Dr. 
Hegdewar as a symbol of social justice along side Dr. 
Ambedekar. 2. Assuring the people that caste has no 
place in its concept of Hindutva. 3. The Muslims are not 
benefactors of Hindus, Dalits, and backwards. 4. People 
like Kanshi Ram, Mulayam Singh, an Lalu Yadav are 
leading a campaign toward destruction. 


Mr. Dattopant Tegri, a top Sangh leader and founder of 
the Bharativa Mazdoor Sangh [BMS], says that we do not 
work as a part of a political party. We have the goal of 
building our nation in front of us and there is no room 
for untouchability and the caste system in Hindutva. We 
are all of one soul. The Sangh also quotes its former 
leader Madhavrao Sadashivrao Golwalkar in this con- 
text. He had said that we must be part of the Hindu 
society and other things such as the ca: te system are not 
important for us. 


The BJP has two kinds of thinking now. The leaders of 
one group know that they had supported Mandal Com- 
mission’s reservation policy and changing Marathawad 
University’s name. However, the party did not provide 
any solid base for this support. This made the Dalits 
believe that the BJP support was for political reasons 
only. The senior leaders of the party maintain that the 
party had failed to respond to the question raised by the 
Dalit group whether the party supported Mandal, reser- 
vations, and name change issues, and if so, what it would 
do to support these. 


This group considers the endorsement of the caste 
system by the party’s religious spokesmen to be detri- 
mental to the party’s image. It believes that this raises 
suspicion in the minds of backward groups. According to 
Banga Laxman, if the backwards do not join the BJP 
fully it is because the BJP has failed to communicate its 
real definition of Hindutva to them. The propaganda 
that it will start the caste system according to Manu’s 
laws if its forms its own government is spread against it. 
The BJP position has been clear, especially during the 
last elections. When the BJP talks about Ram Rajya, it 
must clarify what it means by it. 
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IRAN 


Value of Mineral Products Over 581 Million Rials 
94LA0098G Tehran SALAM in Persian 9 Feb 94 p 4 


[Text] The results of the statistics plan of the mines in 
Operation in the country, which was carried out by the 
Iranian Statistical Center in 1372 [21 March 1993-20 
March 1994], were announced. The initial results show 
that in 1371 [21 March 1992-20 March 1993}, 2,043 mines 
were operating in the country. The activities of 1,050 
gravel mines, 231 sand mines, and 193 decorative stone 
and gypsum mines were first to third in rank of numbers. 
The spokesman for the public relations administrative 
office of Iranian Statistical Center made this announce- 
ment and added: The number of mines in the country in 
1371 [21 March 1992-20 March 1993] indicates a growth 
of 6.4 percent compared to the previous year, all of which 
is due to the thriving of gravel and sand excavation in 1371 
[21 March 1992-20 March 1993]. It should be pointed out 
that in that year, the number of mines in operation for 
industrial ores and construction materials indicates a 
decrease compared to the previous year. 


In 1371 [21 March 1992-20 March 1993], the mines 
operating in the country produced about 54.4 million 
cubic meters of gravel and sand, which compared to 
1370 [21 March 1991-20 March 1992] shows a 14.8- 
percent and 12.4-percent growth, respectively. Most of 
the amount of production of minerals, after gravel and 
sand, concerns limestone (24.6 million tons), gypsum 
(8.3 million tons), and decorative stones (5.2 million 
tons). 


The spokesman added: In 1371 [21 March 1992-20 
March 1993}, the value of production of the mines in the 
country at the current price amounted to 581.9 billion 
rials[R}. This figure at the fixed price of 1367 [21 March 
1988-20 March 1989] has dropped by R190.5. The value 
of production of mines compared to 1370 [21 March 
1991-20 March 1992} shows a growth of about 16 
percent. A comparison of the value of various produc- 
tion activities in 1371 [21 March 1992-20 March 1993] 
at the fixed price of 1370 [21 March 1991-20 March 
1992] shows that coal excavation has had the highest 
growth, with 31 percent. Lead and zinc and copper 
excavation activity, at 28 and 22 percent, respectively, 
ranked next. [sentence as published] The excavation of 
sulphate strontium, with 83-percent negative growth, has 
had the highest level of decline. 


In 1371 [21 March 1992-20 March 1993], in the mines in 
operation in the country, at the current price, R138.8 
billion in new investments were made. The distribution 
of new investments among various fields shows that the 
excavation of gravel and sand, with about 53.2 billion in 
investment, has had the largest share. Excavation of 
decorative stones and lead and zinc excavation are next, 
with about R29 billion and R13 billion. Of the total 
amount of new investments, $5.6 million consisted of 
chromite ore; nearly $2.6 million copper ore and its 
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byproducts; about $500,000 decorative stones; and 
$200,000 the remainder of the exports of coal, limestone, 
and rock salt. 


In conclusion, the spokesman for the public relations 
and publications administrative office of the Iranian 
Statistical Center added: In 1371 [21 March 1992-20 
March 1993], a total of about $15 million in foreign 
currency was used in the mines in operation in the 
country, of which nearly all has gone toward investments 
in coal (99.7 percent). 


PAKISTAN 


Export of Textiles to U.S. Said Limited 
94AS0188D Karachi JANG in Urdu 21 Jan 94 p 3 


[Editorial: “Export of Textiles to the United States”) 


[Text] The minister of commerce said in an interview 
while expressing his opinion about the textiles agreement 
between the United States and Pakistan that under this 
new bilateral agreement Pakistan's textiles export will 
reach $1 billion. Thus Pakistan will earn an additional 
$150 million. In addition to the increase in cotton prices 
and improvement in the quality of yarn, we expect an 
additional 30 percent increase. No doubt the new textile 
agreement with the United States is an important 
achievement for Pakistan because the United States has 
not given this preference to any other country and this 
will positively impact our exports. Pakistan is going 
through a difficult econemic situation as our exports are 
suffering from stagnation and the foreign exchange 
reserves are not enough to meet our needs. We also face 
strong competition in international markets. India and 
other Asian nations are proving to be strong competition 
for Pakistan. The damage to the cotton crop in our 
country will also negatively effect the situation. Our 
textile industry is suffering from a crisis, therefore, this 
new agreeinent with the United States will help alleviate 
the situation. However, the important thing is that we 
use this quota fully. Our previous quota was much less, 
but our exporters still could not meet it. There is also the 
complaint that our industries do not pay much attention 
to quality which not only hurts our exports but also gives 
a bad name to our country. We hope that the government 
and the industrialists will cooperate to take care of this 
problem and increase our exports by meeting the quota. 


‘ae Suggested as Intermediary in Talks With 
ndia 


94AS0188A Lahore NIDA-E-KHILAFAT in Urdu 
2 Jan 94 p 20 


[Press release: “Using Iran as an Intermediary Would be 
Better Than Being Trapped in Colonist Designs’’] 


[Text] Lahore, 10 December—Dr. Israr Ahmed, leader 
of Tanzim-e Islami and Tehriq-e Khilafat of Pakistan, 
said that there are serious dangers for us if we give the 
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order whose artery is the Jewish religion. The 
woman riding it is Judaism which is interesting because 
Jews never attack from the front. The Koran itself said 
that these people throw rocks hiding behind walls. He 
demanded that Kashmir must not be allowed to become 
a center of Judaism. If direct talks and the help of a 
friend like Iran fail to produce a solution, we will have 
the respected path of an open jihad for which we must 
have faith in Allah and in the strength in our arms. Dr. 
Israr Ahmed said that modern weapons have replaced 
strength of arms now, and we want Pakistan to be able to 
withstand international pressure on our nuclear pro- 
gram. Our nuclear program should not only meet our 
peaceful goals but we should also use it to establish our 
dominance over the enemies here and abroad. He said 
that if aid from other countries is stopped because of 
U.S. threats, then it would not be a problem but a 
blessing for us, because we will be forced to use our own 
resources fully. This will also help of 9 rid of the curse 
of interest which is the main reason for foreign aid. Dr. 
Israr Ahmed said that first we have to tell these interest- 
earners off. They live and collect wealth from the 
resources in this country and expect to make “profit” 
even when giving money for such important causes as 
national defense. This is Jewish behavior, very reprehen- 
sible. The end of the interest system should begin at 
home. Only the principal should be returned and that too 
when convenient so that there is no problems in con- 
tinuing national projects. Dr. Ahmed said that our fight 
in the name of Allah will prove beneficial to us. 


aa Government’s Foreign Policy Shortfalls 
94AS0188F Karachi JANG in Urdu 20 Jan 94 p 3 


Article by Itaul Rehman: “Government’s Foreign 
olicy”] 
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[Text] The Pakistani nation is going through the third 
reign of the Bhutto family. Although, Pakistani politics 
have generally been controlled by political dynasties, no 
other family has had such control on our political 
atmosphere as does the Bhutto family. An internal 
for power has started in this family, however, 
this is limited to two persons. One is former Prime 
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and the other is his 
daughter and present prime minister, Benazir Bhutto. It 
is said that Benazir’s government is very different than 
the first PPP administration. The needs, country’s 
internal situation, and international political atmo- 
sphere all have changed. Therefore, Benazir’s political 
priorities, friendships, and loyalties are very different. 
The PPP workers and leaders who are suffering from 
nostalgia about the late Bhutto are strong critics of 
Benazir’s political style because of these Their 
ideas have nothing to do with the real world. This debate 
has its own place, however, there are some common 
traits shared by father and daughter and these have 
emeenty em during the present administration. 
include ng f policy and international 
affairs the center of interest and attention and trying to 
hide the flaws in internal policies by touting the suc- 
cesses in foreign policy. 


During Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s administration, little devel- 
opment work was done. He was an expert in foreign 
policy and had become popular with the masses because 
of his anti-India and anti-U.S. statements made as the 
foreign minister. This later helped him become the 
prime minister of the remaining Pakistan after the 1970 
election. After coming to power, Bhutto concentrated on 
using his skills in improving foreign relations, interna- 
tional travel, and spreading a red carpet to welcome the 
visiting foreign dignitaries. The second Islamic leaders 
conference held in Lahore in 1974 was the apex of his 
activities and interests in this area. However, during this 
period, Bhutto had gradually lost his grip on internal 
affairs. He was aware of it and had hoped that his success 
in foreign policy would hide the failure of his domestic 
policy. However, this failed. The late Mr. Bhutto tried to 
hide these failures behind his achievements in foreign 
policy on one side and, at the same time in order to get 
the support of religious groups, he declared Quadianis to 
be a Muslim minority. As was evident later, both of his 
strategies failed. In the 1977 anti-Bhutto movement, 
religious leaders and supporters of Islam were in the 
forefront. His expertise in foreign affairs effected him 
negatively during this movement. It is evident from the 
details included in Stanley Welport’s book that exactly 
when the anti-Bhutto movement was at its peak, Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto tried to take advantage of his ability in the 
foreign policy area to reduce its influence. He was 
already disappointed with the U.S. government at that 
time and pitted his hopes on the former Soviet Union 
government. He called the Soviet ambassador and 
offered to get out of the CENTO pact if the Soviet Union 
offered military and economic aid to Pakistan. The 
Americans got wind of this offer. They contacted Mr. 
Bhutto and told him that they had no objection to 
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Pakistan's leaving the CENTO. However, they preferred 
him doing this in a friendly and congenial environment. 
Mr. Bhutto did not want to spoil relations with the 
Americans, and assured them that he was not planning to 
leave CENTO and that he had made the offer to the 
Soviet ambassador for some other and had no 
intentions to follow up on that. The Americans for- 
warded this information to the Soviets. A foreign policy 
expert like Zulfikar Ali Bhutto had lost the trust of both 
the United States and the Soviet Union at a time when 
he was facing the greatest domestic policy challenge in 
his political life. 


Now that Zulfikar Al Bhutto’s daughter has been 
appointed to the high position in Pakistan a second time, 
she is the mooi famous Pakietani leader abroad. During 
the last two and a half months period she had visited five 
countries (Saudi Arabia, Iran, Turkey, China, and North 
Korea). During this period, she could not even form a 
cabinet to take care of internal affairs. In an important 
state like Punjab, a trusted associate was appointed the 
“chief advisor” to the chief minister even though he is 
her supporter. This was perhaps done to keep the chief 
minister under her control. The administrators in the 
state do not know whom to obey. In the second largest 
and very important state, Sindh, the situation has 
become unprecedently bad because of interference by 
the Bhutto family. The steps that Madam Bhutto has 
taken in the area of economy are very similar to those of 
her late father. The late prime minister had taken over all 
industries and put them under the control of government 
administrators and had called it socialism. However, he 
could not implement any effective program for national 
progress. Similarly, Benazir Bhutto either stopped some 
of the development program such as providing taxis and 
loans for increasing employment and construction of a 
highway from Islamabad to Peshawar that Nawaz Sharif 
had started, or reduced their budgets. For example, the 
highway will be built only from Islamabad to Lahore. 
However, she has not taken any important step for 
economic development during the 75 days since she took 
office. She seems to be, like her father, trying to make up 
for these internal policy weaknesses by foreign relations 
and trips. Is she really succeeding in this effort to give 
this impression? 


The most important U.S. official to visit Pakistan since 
Benazir establishing her government a second time in 
October 1993 was Robin Raphael, assistant secretary for 
South Asian Affairs. It was a widespread impression 
during her visit that the Pressler amendment was being 
revoked and the United States was going to reinstate 
economic and military aid to us. Robin Raphael used the 
friendly environment created by this news and returned 
to the United States with Pakistani government's 
promise to keep the nuclear program, which according to 
Benazir was frozen in 1990, permanently frozen. Soon 
after this trip, a statement by the U.S. State Department 
spokesman declared that even if the Pressler amendment 
was revoked, there was no possibility of reinstating the 
aid until Pakistan rolled back its nuclear program. Later, 
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Senator Pressler himself came to Pakistan with his two 
associates and made sure that there was no false hopes 
linked to his amendment or the U.S. aid. Madam Benazir 
Bhutto's first trip after taking over the position a second 
time was to Saudi Arabia where the leaders of the 
commonwealth were meeting. She had hoped to meet 
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao there and open the doors 
for high level talks with his government. However, 
Narasimha Rao was not there. Benazir was disappointed 
and openly expressed it. Her second trip was to Iran. It 
was not cleer what was decided and not decided during 
this trip. What we learned is that in order to fulfill the 
agreement Iran has made with India for selling gas, both 
ronan eek Phnevee, 0a See eS ene 
for moving gas. Shahid Husan, Madam’s ad for 
economic affairs, said after the trip that Pakistan has no 
objection to it. This is a very sensitive issue and a 
decision should have been made at the national level only 
after reviewing our nation’s defense and economic inter- 
ests. Soon after visiting Iran, Madam went to Turkey. She 
decided to visit Bosnia with the lady prime minister 
there. She praised the progress Turkey has made in the 
area of construction industry and expressed the desire 
that Pakistan wanted to benefit from this progress. How- 
ever, a few days after the prime minister’s return, we 
learned that the contract signed with a Turkish firm for 
building the highway from Islamabad to Peshawar was 
suddenly cancelled by Pakistani officials. The down pay- 
ment for this project was already made, a well-known 
Turkish bank had approved loan for half of the project 
cost, and the company had already purchased needed 
machinery and shipped it to Pakistan. No reason was 
given for the cancellation. The commentaries published 
in the Turkish newspapers over it and South Korea’s 
complaint about our cancellation of the highway planned 
from Islamabad to Lahore influences the atmosphere for 
trusting the agreements Pakistani government signs. 
Every new government cancels the agreements made by 
the previous government with a stroke of the pen. 


The fourth country the prime minister visited during her 
two and half months in the office was Pakistan's very 
close and trusted friend China. She signed five agree- 
ments for mutual cooperation with the government 
there. According to the BBC, China has expressed her 
regrets for its inability to take any diplomatic step to 
resolve the Kashmir issue. The Chinese government has 
always supported the right of Kashmiris having a plebes- 
cite. During this trip, however, it avoided saying that. 
Some observers believe that China does not approve the 
action that India and Pakistan are taking under the U.S. 
guidance and pressure to solve the Kashmir problem. 


After China, the fifth trip Benazir took was to North 
Korea. Both Pakistan and North Korea have heavy U.S. 
pressure over their nuclear programs. When Benazir 
arrived there, the U.S. secretary general had already 
returned from his visit to that country and a high-level 
deputation from North Korea was negotiating with 
Americans officials in Washington. Thus, no attention 
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was paid to Benazir’s offer to act as an intermediary 

States and North Korea. The North 
Korean leader Kim Al Sung supported the Kashmiri’s 
right to self-determination which reflects his principled 


The most clear result of Madam Bhutto’s expertise in 
foreign affairs was evidenced by the recent India- 
Pakistan talks. The Pakistani government’s statement 
declares these talks as failure. However, the U.S. officials 
who arranged these talks consider these to be a good 
beginning. These talks were started when a very impor- 
tant resolution introduced in the United Nations was 
taken back. Were this resolution approved, the old 
Security Council resolutions would have been activated 
again and the Kashmir issue would have become an 
international issue again. The United States gave the 
impression that some decisions were made between 
India and Pakistan and it is not appropriate to share 
those at this time. 


Private Sector Role in Defense Production Viewed 
94AS0188B Karachi JANG in Urdu 13 Jan 94 p 3 


[Editorial: “Defense Production in Private Sector’’] 


[Text] The Chairman of the Ordinance Factories said 
that defense production has started in 200 private sector 
factories. He further said that assistance in the areas of 
quality control and technical administration will be 
provided to those factory owners if they so desire. He 
said that we want to have our defense productions of 
commercial quality. The production of defense imple- 
ments in 200 private sector factories is no doubt an 
encouraging development. It will have positive effect on 
our defense industry in the future. We have emphasized 
several times in these columns that we should be self 
sufficient in defense production as soon as possible so 
that we can get rid of the blackmailing efforts of foreign 
nations. In addition, sale of defense weapons has become 
a very lucrative trade and some advanced nations in the 
world earn their foreign exchange from sale of weapons. 
Pakistan is spending a huge amount of foreign exchange 
in order to import defense equipment. If we become 
self-dependent in this area, we will not only get rid of 
political pressure but also of foreign exchange deficit. By 
exporting equipment, we will be able to increase our 
export income and expand our political and economic 
influence. The private sector has expressed the hope that 
if it gets the permission to export defense-related prod- 
ucts, the export income could double. The government 
should pay attention to it and encourage the private 
sector in production and export of defense products. 


New Passports Announced for July 
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[Editorial: “Decision To Issue New Passports’’} 


[Text] According to a news report, the federal govern- 
ment has decided to issue new passports on | July. 
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Besides the design, several other changes will be affected 
in the new passport to end the possibility of forgery. 
There is no doubt that keeping in view the huge number 
of foreigners who hold Pakistani passports, changes in 
this area are essential. The government took many steps 
to stop issuing of passports to foreigners but these were 
not very effective. According to some reports, hundreds 
of thousands of foreigners are not only working abroad 
on Pakistani passports, but are also involved in many 
occupations such as drug smuggling. This gives a bad 
name to Pakistan. Now the question is what will be done 
about the foreigners who already have obtained Paki- 
stani passports illegally. Will there be any realistic 
change? If a new law is not passed, those who already 
have passports will receive new passports after returning 
their old ones. In addition, how will the passports from 
the foreigners who are working abroad on Pakistani 
passports be collected? Therefore, until all the illegal 
passports are cancelled, the benefits of issuing new 
passports will be limited. It would be better to cancel all 
Pakistani passports in foreigners’ possession and then 
issue new passports. 


Debate on Role of Arabic, English Languages 
Examined 
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[Article by Irshad Ahmed Hagani: “Debate on Requiring 
English and Arabic Education”) 


[Text] Perhaps we have solved some of our problems as 
a nation since independence. However, the number of 
problems that we have solved is definitely much less 
than the problems we have not yet solved. Some of the 
problems that have not been solved are basic but very 
important. I will mention only one of those today as it is 
under debate now. This problem is related to our educa- 
tional system and our attitude towards Urdu, regional 
languages, Arabic, Persian, and English. Our situation is 
so disappointing in this area that we do not need any 
more proof of our ineptitude as a nation. We have not 
yet decided the primary mode of our education and what 
balance will be kept among our mother tongues, national 
language, religious language, and the official language at 
various levels. The Punjab government has recently 
decided that instruction of English language will be 
required from the first grade in primary schools. This 
decision is not proper at all from cultural and profes- 
sional perspectives. 


This is a political decision which neither can be fully 
implemented nor will it benefit the poor Pakistani chil- 
dren that attend government and municipal schools. It is 
important to make our younger generation aware of the 
importance of English at the international level. How- 
ever, in our country, where 70 percent of children do not 
even attend primary schools; where schools have unsuit- 
able buildings, insufficient staff, lack furniture and 
instructional equipment; and where the required sub- 
jects are not taught methodically; introduction of 
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English at first grade level can be called a political 
blunder. It has nothing to do with reality. 


One side of this problem is the question as to how many 
children in Pakistan will be able to learn English prop- 
erly. It is not possible to give a satisfactory answer to it. 
The other aspect of this problem is whether this decision 
keeps in mind the burden of the education now. At 
present, the children learn Urdu at the first grade level 
and in some states they also learn regional languages. By 
the fifth grade, other subjects are also added. Instruction 
of the Arabic language in sixth though eighth grades is 
already required. Is not this burden on a five to twelve 
year old child? 


In addition to all this, English is required beginning in 
the sixth grade. In this situation, and even when we 
ignore all the problems, we can say that there is no 
reason for requiring English or Arabic at the first grade 
level. Every child learns his mother tongue and has to 
learn the national language. English is required begin- 
ning at the sixth grade level. Instead of requiring English 
at the first grade, what they should do is to teach English 
as an optional subject from the sixth grade. The children 
who want to study science after finishing high school 
should not be given admission into science schools 
unless they have taken English in their middle and high 
school classes. English should be an optional subject for 
arts and religious education students. If a child or his 
parents believe that the child will receive university and 
post graduate education, they can worry about learning 
English. However, forcing the hundreds of thousands of 
those children who will work, or will be forced to work, 
after passing F.A. or B.A. to learn a difficult language 
like English is atrocious. Not dozens but scores of 
nations in the world use their mother tongue (which in 
most cases is also their national language) for learning 
arts and professional education. Our children are 
required to learn their mother tongue, regional language, 
and the national language. Therefore, there is no reason 
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to require the teaching of English and Arabic. These 
should be optional subjects; not required. 


One logical requirement of our proposal is to eliminate 
English as a medium in the competitive examinations. A 
candidate should have the right to take the examination 
or appear for an interview using either English or Urdu. 
Selection of language should not hurt or benefit them. In 
State or central government examinations, a test in 
English should be optional. They should have the per- 
mission to take examinations in writing skills, current 
affairs, Pakistan’s history, and Islam either in English or 
Urdu. A candidate should be asked in advance if he or 
she wants the interview or viva voce in English or Urdu. 
Similarly, it is essential to reduce the use of English at the 
government level. We believe that when Urdu is given an 
equal position in examinations such as CSS and PCS, the 
dominance of English in government offices will be 
reduced. Requiring English or Arabic at the first grade 
level is impractical, inappropriate from a professional 
perspective, and harmful from social, civilization, and 
cultural points of view. English should not be required in 
government schools, and private schools should be 
encouraged to teach English as only an optional subject. 
This should not be the medium of instruction at primary, 
middle, or high school level at all. The government of 
Punjab should review its recent decision, and we should 
make firm decisions at the national level after serious 
and thorough thinking to solve the problem of language 
instruction. The present messy situation results in 
nothing but confusion and wastage of mental faculties. 
We are not gaining anything from it. Hundreds of 
thousands of children fail in English each year, and their 
educational progress is curtailed. The parents are also 
under pressure and selection of careers for their children 
becomes a problem for them. The resources that are 
reserved for teaching English at the first grade level can 
be used for educational institutions that impart arts and 
career education. That will benefit both the students and 
the nation. 
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